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            You shall have the fiftieth year as a Jubilee
          

          —Leviticus 25:11 (NASB)
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            This is a history of what God has accomplished through people. Everyone involved with DEC played a critical role because God chose each one before the world began—to equip and gift them for His purpose and glory as well as for their own good.—Bob Harter



             

            All good things find their source in Him so it is appropriate to begin a history of Durham Evangelical Church with a “thank you” to God who made it all possible; to the Lord Jesus who gave it purpose and to the Holy Spirit who gave direction and motivation.—Roy Swanson



             

            God has worked in and through Durham Evangelical Church (DEC) in myriad ways—too many to chronicle in a single book. The more we delved into the movement of God at DEC, the more we realized we were only scratching the surface. What follows is an account of God’s faithfulness, but it merely hits a few highlights.  

             

            Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.—John 21:25



          

        

      

    

  



    
      
        
          
            1
          

          
            What is DEC About?

          

        

        
          
            While one might rightly say that DEC is all about Jesus, our Jesus-centered culture manifests in many ways—worship, unity with fellow believers, and a desire to see God glorified in the world around us, to name a few. 

             

            The purpose of this church is to worship and honor God as Father and Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.—Constitution of Durham Evangelical Church



             

            D.E.C. is a Christ-Centered Church that actively cares for people.—Constitution of Durham Evangelical Church



             

            DEC gave me the community I needed to remain strong and growing in my faith.—Michelle Diaz



             

            There was a high emphasis on knowing scripture and following Jesus in your thinking, attitude, and doing.—Mary Ellen Faust



             

            God always comes first—in decision-making and the things we do. Some programs and ministries have changed over the years, but God is always first.—Martha Wilson



             

            The Word of God is of the utmost importance and is seen in the various Bible Studies offered for men, women, and the youth. The Truth of the Gospel has always been preached despite any challenges our church has faced. —Paul & Theresa Sbrilli



             

            DEC is made up of members and attenders from all generations and age groups. I believe that God is glorified in the way that people come together to love each other and honor him.—Kaleigh Cheslock



             

            DEC gave me the community I needed to remain strong and growing in my faith.—Michelle Diaz



             

            The body at DEC has remained faithful to God’s word over the years, never wavering from His truth. They also pursue unity, even though it can be very difficult. —Peg Wood



             

            DEC has been a church that was planted with a vision for the Lord’s commission to make disciples. That mission started on campus at UNH and has since spread to the surrounding community and even “to the ends of the earth” (Middle East and elsewhere).

While it can be a struggle to stay true to that mission, surely the work of calling people into a relationship with Jesus and helping them grow in Him is a God-glorifying ministry.

As we’ve grown as a church over the years, and the culture of our church body had shifted with the times and the leadership, I do believe a God-given distinctive that has guided the church over the years is this vision and passion for mission.—Joe Cheslock



             

            [God] has proven that His promises are true and can’t be broken, and this has kept our community strong.  Our leaders always bring our focus back to God and prayer.—Michelle Diaz



             

            One of DEC’s big values is Serving Together. That’s because Jesus has gifted you and called you to serve. He has placed you in this church to be a blessing to others. And He invites you to find real Life as a Christian by giving your life away.—Chris Clough



             

            … one of our great pursuits here at DEC—we want to be that place where every person feels valued, and they value each other.—Terry Sharbaugh
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            Seasons

          

        

        
          
            Founding

            In 1973, America faced upheaval as factions polarized over racial equality, poverty, the Vietnam War, Watergate, women’s rights, and the environment. A recession rocked the economy with inflation nearing 20% and OPEC’s oil embargo creating gasoline shortages. 

            Some citizens of Durham, New Hampshire saw another problem. Durham had a population of about 8,900, plus another 7,000 students from UNH, but no evangelical church. Oh, there were churches, four of them: Catholic, Episcopal, United Church of Christ, and Unitarian Universalist. But no evangelical church.

            God pulled the heartstrings of Durham residents and University of New Hampshire (UNH) students and faculty worshipping at Dover Baptist Church. He gave them a burden for an evangelical church to introduce Durham to Jesus.

             

            A small group of Durhamites prayed for a Baptist church in Durham.—Evelyn Weller, founding member



             

            Some of the Christian faculty at UNH and us (the founding families) were concerned for the spiritual well-being of the Christian students at UNH who did not have an evangelical church to attend in Durham. Wilbur Bullock had long had this concern and took initiative with Dover Baptist and the Conservative Baptist Association to establish a church plant in Durham. It was a sacrifice for Dover Baptist to let go of this group of leaders in the church but the pastor, Don Moreland, enthusiastically supported this vision. This led to Roy (and Jan) Swanson coming to Durham to plant the new church.—Bob Fryling, founding member



             

            Many people in Dover Baptist were in prayer for this effort. This included a number of faculty and residents from Durham who supported this effort but chose to retain their membership at Dover Baptist.—Wilbur Bullock, founding member



             

            Five couples with their seven children stepped out in faith to start an Evangelical Baptist church in Durham. Pastor Roy Swanson and his family joined them from Denver.

             

            
              [image: Ceil Bulluck and Evelyn Weller working on DEC’s constitution, summer 1973]
              Ceil Bulluck and Evelyn Weller working on DEC’s constitution, summer 1973
            

             

            
              [image: The Swanson family. From left to right: Wendy, Kris, Eric, Roy, Janis. 1976.]
              The Swanson family. From left to right: Wendy, Kris, Eric, Roy, Janis. 1976.
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              Janis and Roy Swanson, 1987
            

             

            In June 1973, the Dover Baptist Church held a prayer and commissioning service for the five families (ten adults and seven children) to work with Pastor Roy, Janis, and their three children to make this prayer a reality…—Evelyn Weller



             

            One of the first confirming “miracles” the church experienced was when the five families were asked to write on a piece of paper the amount they were willing to offer for the down payment, the amount offered was within a few dollars of the amount needed! Janis and I, with our 3 children, Kristen, Wendy, and Eric moved into the parsonage early in the summer of 1973.—Roy Swanson, founding pastor



             

            The Swanson home at 35 Mill Road became the place for regular Sunday evening services and weekly meetings to draw up a constitution.—Evelyn Weller



             

            One humorous situation developed in the process of what to name the church. We were aware of the negative associations in the New England university world with Baptists and were concerned that having “Baptist” in the name might keep people from coming to our church as well as being a barrier to respecting our thoughtful Christian faith. However, the denomination insisted that we have Baptist in our name. So, Jerry Klippenstein facetiously suggested we name the church St. Mary’s Baptist! But we worked out a compromise with the denomination, naming it Durham Evangelical Church with Conservative Baptist in parentheses.—Bob Fryling



             

            On September 9, 1973, God gathered sixty-four people into Scammell Grange Hall on Durham’s Main Street for Durham Evangelical Church’s first official service. Janis Swanson played an old upright piano, and Tony Weller led the singing.

            Roy’s Sunday sermons were presented in a teaching format and expository style. He outlined and illustrated books of the Bible using an overhead projector. His slides often included a cartoon from the Peanuts comic strip. While this method is common today, it was rare in the 1970s worship services.

             

            
              [image: Scammel Grange Hall, where DEC held its first services in 1973]
              Scammel Grange Hall, where DEC held its first services in 1973
            

             

            
              [image: An early meeting of DEC at Scammell Grange Hall]
              An early meeting of DEC at Scammell Grange Hall
            

             

            
              [image: Roy Swanson, using an overhead projector during a sermon]
              Roy Swanson, using an overhead projector during a sermon
            

             

            There are few men who could have founded a church so successfully. Roy was a teaching pastor. A university classroom was perfect for him because nearly everyone brought paper and pencil with them to church and were always busy in writing down what he had to say. Everyone loved him. He did, however, tend to run his sermon/lessons beyond the intended time. One year, he was given an alarm clock for a Christmas gift. He is a person who can accept such a gift with the humor of those who gave it. Roy, we still remember and love you!—Bob Harter



             

            Perhaps one of the most significant things I remember from those first eight years was the tremendous degree of relational harmony, cooperative spirit, and hard work. I don’t remember any real tensions or conflicts among either the founders or those who quickly joined the church.—Bob Fryling



            Initial Growth

            Many women who’d been praying for DEC since before its inception led or participated in neighborhood Bible studies in Durham. God used these women and these Bible studies to bring many in the community to visit DEC early on.

             

            It was Roy’s teaching God’s word, Jan’s Sunday school for our sons, and a caring group of people that attracted us.—Gary Ensign



             

            God blessed the fledgling church and, after several weeks, DEC outgrew Scammel Grange Hall, and moved to Hamilton-Smith Hall, rent-free. By 1976, the church had outgrown that and met on the second floor of McConnell Hall which included a 100+ seat lecture hall for Sunday morning worship services. Many Sundays, especially when UNH was in session, students would bring extra chairs from other classrooms. On occasion, DEC also met in Morrell Hall.

            During the fuel crisis, UNH shut down over winter break to save energy. DEC temporarily returned to Scammel Grange Hall where there was heat in only one room.

             

            Sunday School classes were held in unheated rooms and hall space.—Roy Swanson



             

            
              [image: DEC meeting in Hamilton-Smith Hall]
              DEC meeting in Hamilton-Smith Hall
            

             

            Without a permanent place, DEC members had to bring supplies in and out every week.

             

            Other early memories include packing hymnals, electric keyboard, nursery toys and Sunday school supplies, and other needed items into suitcases each Sunday for the trip to our meeting destination. One Sunday, the offering baskets were misplaced and Tony Weller’s hat was passed.—Roy Swanson



             

            Despite the challenge of using borrowed space, DEC grew.

             

            One major evangelistic event was when we produced a play based on The Singer by Calvin Miller. It was advertised and well-received by many in the campus community who came to see it.—Bob Fryling



             

            Perhaps our most significant service that first year, after the first service, was a Thanksgiving morning service. We gathered together to give thanks to the Lord for his many blessings but especially for the establishment of DEC. We felt a little bit like the pilgrims on their first Thanksgiving!—Bob Fryling



             

            As God brought people to DEC, some put their faith in Jesus and were baptized.

             

            
              [image: Baptisms at Wheelwright Pond in Lee]
              Baptisms at Wheelwright Pond in Lee
            

             

            Early baptisms were held at Wheelwright Pond in Lee. It was a scenic spot with the pond as a background, sometimes with recreational boats moving by, adding to the uniqueness of our circumstance and scenery. One baptism was made especially memorable with the addition of a water snake swimming by the ankles of the participants who were standing near the edge of the pond while I was making some opening comments. Everyone watched with wondering gazes but nobody panicked. The baptism went on as the snake swam away.—Roy Swanson



             

            The church leadership also grew in their walk.

             

            Elders, in particular, were considered co-leaders and were regularly called upon to lead the Sunday worship service and even preach. They were also asked to join [Roy] in activities such as hospital calls as well as CBA [Conservative Baptist Association] meetings and conferences.—Gary Ensign



             

            In 1974, DEC held an Easter sunrise service which became an annual tradition. Even when Covid hit in 2020, DEC still had a sunrise service, albeit online.

             

            We also had Easter Sunrise services on Old Landing Road by the water (complete with many extension cords running from our apartment to the portable electric piano!)—Bob Fryling



             

            The first Easter Sunrise service was held in 1974 at the Durham Landing on Oyster River followed by a breakfast at the Klippenstein home. This was annually repeated with exception that breakfast was moved to our church building. Some years we enjoyed special guests of swans and ducks, frequently with a beautiful sunrise as background, and sometimes with snow or rain. These services were attended with a good mix of people from DEC, community, and campus.—Roy Swanson



             

            
              [image: DEC Easter sunrise service in the 1970s]
              DEC Easter sunrise service in the 1970s
            

            Forgotten Dream

            In 1977, God established a shared vision within the church that DEC be a community of:

             

            
              	Worship

              	Love and acceptance

              	Proclaiming the gospel

              	Maturing

              	Care, service, and sharing

              	Sending people to the uttermost parts of the world

            

             

            However, in the 1980s, this vision was lost amid the demands of a new church building and a congregation that had grown beyond 160 and sometimes surpassed 200.

             

            As the church grew, maintaining the original vision stretched staff and congregational resources to the limit. A secretary and a second pastor were added to the staff. The church board became overloaded with many tasks related to caring for a larger congregation. Leadership was hard to find due to increasing demands on each position in the church. Attenders were beginning to come from a more “regional” area, and as a result, there was a loss of local emphasis, particularly in outreach.—Long-Range Planning Committee Report, 1992



             

            In 1984, the church board sought the counsel of the Evangelistic Association of New England (EANE). They suggested many changes, including having two services with different formats, adding more space for Christian education and social activities, training teachers, hiring a second pastor, and moving one-on-one discipleship into small groups. They also noted that the church no longer had a clearly stated purpose owned by both the leadership and the congregation.

             

            The church board rejected nearly all of the EANE suggestions because they simply did not fit the original vision for DEC. In retrospect, this was unfortunate. There was an unwillingness to re-examine the original vision or adapt it to a changing situation.

The original vision was re-stated to the congregation one year later in 1985-1986 in a series of messages entitled “A Dream for DEC” … The congregation was unwilling to “buy” the “Dream” this time because it had become too difficult to enact in a larger church. The “Dream” became less and less owned and enacted by the congregation regardless of its merits.—Long-Range Planning Committee Report, 1992



             

            In 1990, the church board again recognized DEC’s lack of direction and requested an assessment from the Denver-based Church Development Services group (CDS). Their report confirmed the findings of EANE and made similar recommendations.

            In 1991, the board appointed a Long-Range Planning Committee to consider the CDS’s assessment and recommend a way forward. This committee developed a concise vision statement that has stayed with us ever since:

             

            Durham Evangelical Church must be a Christ-centered church that actively cares for people.—Long-Range Planning Committee Report, 1992



            A New Focus

            In the early 1990s, DEC transitioned from a “pioneer church” to a “settler church.”

            Reimagined Worship Services

            More people in attendance brought more ideas and preferences, and sometimes, these conflicted. Various surveys indicated that some people wanted DEC to have more formal services, while others wanted services to be less formal.

            In 1991, DEC responded to this conundrum by differing the formats of its two Sunday morning services. The first was less formal; the second was more formal. DEC even went as far as to have separate worship teams, one per service. Of the two services, the less formal was more popular.

            In 1992, the two services were separated enough to allow for Sunday School to take place between them. These classes served children through adults, and attendance was encouraged as a normal part of the Sunday schedule.

            By 1999, the two worship teams were combined under Pastor Chris Clough, and traditional music had given way to contemporary worship songs. There was a growing push for at least one good hymn every Sunday.

            While there was some concern at times that the Worship Team might not be leading worship as much as performing worship, many people said the quality of the music was one of the main reasons they chose to attend DEC.

             

            I’m very proud of the work people are doing throughout the worship ministry, from faithfully serving the body during worship services to children’s worship leading and Celebrate Recovery worship leading and youth worship leading to sermon CD-making. I can’t wait to see what God has in store. And to Him be all the glory.—Chris Clough



            Small Groups

            From the beginning, DEC formed small groups of members for fellowship, bible study, and prayer. Sometimes, groups would find ways to serve or reach out to the community. These groups were called Koinonia1 Groups (or K-Groups) at first. Over the years, they’ve also been called Home Groups, Small Groups, and Community Groups.

             

            
              [image: The Lemieux small group in Newmarket, circa 2004]
              The Lemieux small group in Newmarket, circa 2004
            

             

            
              [image: The Torrey small group hanging out at Fort Foster in Kittery, ME, 2010]
              The Torrey small group hanging out at Fort Foster in Kittery, ME, 2010
            

             

            Some small groups sprang up organically, simply from members wanting to grow in their faith and relationships. One such group may have been the longest-running small group at DEC, when Joan Christman started discipling Betty Fraser in the 1980s.

             

            This was the beginning of a very small ladies bible study I led which included women from outside our church. I kept this study going until Covid hit us. We never had more than 5 ladies attend and we were down to three at that time. We first met at Youngs Restaurant in Durham during our lunch hour, then met at a friend’s house in Portsmouth after I retired from UNH. Then we met at a friend’s house in Newmarket. Over those 36 years, we had seven ladies attend at different times.—Joan Christman



             

            However, in 1992, DEC began to change from a church with small groups to a church of small groups.

             

            Durham Evangelical Church (Conservative Baptist) sees the small group ministry as a key means for fulfilling its mission of being a Christ centered church that actively cares for people.—Bylaws of Durham Evangelical Church



             

            The goal was that small groups might become, in a sense, mini-churches themselves. 

             

            We need to change small group leaders into small group pastors.—DEC church board meeting minutes, 1992



             

            In a large church, where people could be lost in the crowd on Sunday mornings, small groups became the place where people could be seen, heard, and form relationships. While Sundays focused on corporate worship, preaching, and education, small groups became havens of study, prayer, discipleship, accountability, and interpersonal growth.

             

            In our Christian walk, our relationship with our Lord is of utmost importance. We learn to develop our relationship with God by developing a relationship with each other.—Jeff Wituszynski



             

            Small group was instrumental in my growth. In addition to relationships that I built with other Christian women as I got involved in ministries at the church. Without those relationships, I would not be where I am today.—Kaleigh Cheslock



             

            I have grown in my faith through the small group ministry.  Seeing others living their faith and delving into scripture together pushes me to continue to seek out God’s will for my life.—Martha Wilson



             

            DEC helped me gain confidence as a member of a church after being a student in church ministering through a college ministry. It was a tough transition to rebuild community and friends after being a part of IVCF [Intervarsity Christian Fellowship]. Being a member of a Home group and being welcomed to contribute in other ways helped me connect and use my gifts.—Mary Ellen Faust



             

            Small Group has given me a place to freely share my life with no fear of condemnation, only accountability and support.—Bill Brouse



             

            God has carried us through by always showing us glimpses of how he is working. And by continuing to work through the hard seasons. I was a very new believer in the time that DEC was going through one of its “low points”. I grew through the discipleship of my small group leaders (the Cady’s) during a time that was a very hard season for the church.—Kaleigh Cheslock



             

            If you were to try and put your finger on what is truly the “Heart of DEC” you could spend weeks looking at the goings on around the building at 114 Dover Road, and you would miss it. Our true heart takes place all over the region in the mutual dedication of individuals through meeting in small groups.

If you ask anyone in a small group what it means to be part of a small group family, many may have a hard time putting it into words. There is a reason for this. Small groups touch people in many ways, and answers will be dependent upon the circumstances of their life at the time you ask. One consistent word that does come up, however, is growth. Rather than a checklist of possibilities, let me share what I have learned through small groups.

First, and most importantly, I’ve learned what it really means that Jesus loves me. I’ve learned that God really did take the time to lay out a plan for me as a person, a husband, a father, and a friend. I’ve learned that he also took time and care in selecting the (very patient) people who would help guide me in His plan to becoming a better person, husband, father, and friend. I’ve learned that it was okay to cry in front of others, whether out of my own situation or in sharing someone else’s. I’ve learned that God’s Word is a very personal letter to me if I allow it to be.

I’ve learned that being the child of a dysfunctional family is neither shameful nor unique (nor an excuse), and that, through God’s grace and strength, it is surmountable. I’ve learned what words like forgiveness, love, humility, accountability, friendship, and family really mean. I’ve learned that there are people you can really call at 2 AM. I’ve learned that, regardless of which side of that phone call you’re on, it is a blessing from God. I’ve learned that you are not the best person to judge yourself and that you have to realize, and accept, the responsibility when someone else asks you to do it for them. I’ve learned what the term “best friend” really means. I’ve learned a lot of things that I thought were good in my life were not, nor did a lot of the things I deemed important truly matter. I’ve learned that there is little in this life that will affect you as much as having people envelope and pray for you, nor is there an experience like a small group praying a member through a situation. I’ve learned that I can change; habits can be broken, “natural reactions” can be tempered, and the very way I think can be transformed. Finally, through the Small Group ministry I’ve learned that I can look back over what is, in reality, a short period of time and realize the power of God to change a life...my life.—Peter Malvey



             

            Amid the transformed lives, small groups also nurtured the birth of some ministries.

             

            It was while in [Bill Bryon’s] group about 12 years ago, God put on my heart a burden for the elderly who couldn’t drive anymore or needed help in order to stay in their home. After talking this over with my Small Group, Sharyn Bartlett suggested I look for volunteers from our Group to see how it would go before involving the entire church—which I did. It went very well, so Sharyn helped me put together a presentation to the Elders and they accepted it. We’ve helped over a dozen people over 12 years. —Joan Christman



             

            Then Bill came up with the idea of an Introduction to DEC class where we invited a representative of all our ministries and departments to come and explain to our new attendees and new members what they do at DEC. I helped Bill organize this.—Joan Christman



             

            It was in a small group at DEC that I began to truly experience deep Christ-centered community. After becoming a small group leader, our group turned into a sort of “sending” group for cross-cultural workers. Within a 2 year period, our small group had sent 3 different families (Sue Spinney to Haiti and the C’s & T’s to the Middle East) to the mission field. And on a personal level, it was during these first 4-5 years in a Christ-centered discipleship community that I was set on fire for the Lord.—Joe Cheslock



             

            This focus on small groups, among other changes, contributed to consistent growth in attendance. After a decade of hovering between 160 and 180 people on an average Sunday, DEC grew to over 650 in 2002 and continued to grow for several years after that.

            In 2007, God moved the Portsmouth Herald to publish a front-page article about DEC. The article focused on how the church, with many hundreds of people, stayed healthy and intimate through small groups. At the time, average Sunday morning attendance was around 800, and about two of every three people were in small groups.

             

            
              [image: The Portsmouth Herald, February 25, 2007]
              The Portsmouth Herald, February 25, 2007
            

             

            It’s a big church with a small heart because everybody is knitted together in small group ministry and it’s huge.—Jim Hilton, quoted in the Portsmouth Herald article



             

            The original goal to build small groups into mini-churches had been accomplished, in a sense. Not every small group did everything a full church would do, but all small groups would pray and study the bible together. Some sang worship songs together. Some shared communion. Some new believers were baptized in their small group. Some small groups did local outreach. Some prepared missionaries to cross the globe.

             

            …the big church is actually a series of small churches—the 38 small groups with 550 adults that meet each week.—Portsmouth Herald article, 2007



             

            Each group has a trained lay leader, who functions, in a way, like a church pastor.—Portsmouth Herald article, 2007



            Struggles

            The 2010s and early 2020s were a rough time for DEC. Five pastors, three children’s ministers, and other staff left or retired in twelve years—some with tears of joy, some with tears of pain. The staff turnover left many members disillusioned and wondering if they should find a new church home. Some did.

            Meanwhile, starting in 2010, the church restructured. Recognizing that we were growing larger than our structure could handle, the church reorganized into a group of “pods”. Each pod would consist of several ministry teams and would be led by a layperson, called an Advocate, partnered with a pastor or elder.

            The Communication Pod failed to get off the ground with the other pods. So, the elders commissioned seven people into a Communication Task Force (CTF) to remedy the problem.

            In 2012, the CTF called on an outside consultant, Vision New England (VNE), to examine DEC’s communication practices and provide recommendations. VNE concluded that although we had above-average communications, we also had significant room for improvement.

            At their recommendation, we hired a Communication Point-Person and searched for a Director of Communications. Eventually, however, the roles were merged. In 2014, the role was merged again when Danielle Towle became Director of Worship & Communications. When she stepped down in 2021, the role of Communications Director was lost.

            Ultimately, while the new church structure of pods and advocates looked good on paper, it didn’t pan out as expected, and by 2013, the structure was abolished.

            In the early 2010s, God led multiple DEC families across the globe in one direction or another to bring the love of Christ to other cultures. While a beautiful thing, we did lose some strong leaders.

            DEC had seen steady growth starting in 1992 that peaked in 2006. But with staff turnover, lay leaders moving away, and communication and structural issues, the church saw steady decline until Covid hit in 2020.

            Hope for the Future

            Coming out of Covid, DEC has seen growth rise faster than it had declined, reaching attendance the likes of which the church hasn’t seen for almost a decade.

            The board of elders has prayed long and hard about how the church is organized and has plans for restructuring. The church has a renewed commitment to quality communication, as demonstrated in 2023 by the hiring of not one, but two paid communications positions. The names of the roles have changed, but the spirit of the roles matches those recommended by VNE in 2012.

            Certainly, there is more to be improved, but DEC seems headed in the right direction.

          

          
            

            
              1.  Koinonia is a Greek word meaning communion or spiritual fellowship.
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            Baton Passes

          

        

        
          
            Newmarket Evangelical Baptist Church

            On April 10, 1983, after five years of prayer, preparation, and waiting on the Lord, DEC sent seventeen people to start Newmarket Evangelical Baptist Church (NEBC) with Pastor Gerard Scolamiero. And so, DEC passed the baton of Newmarket to the new church. 

            The infant church struggled for a couple of years, and in 1985, Pastor Al Graffam came to help.

             

            The church succeeded to get back on track and become self-sufficient. I was then assigned to another church plant location in Maine. Unfortunately, NEBC failed after my departure. It was a personal blow to me and the others. With hindsight … I should have declined the move to Maine. DEC, however, picked up a solid remnant of new believers who served your fellowship in some vital areas. God is good and God is in control.—Al Graffam



             

            Newmarket Evangelical Baptist Church closed, and God led many of its members to make DEC their new church home.

            By 1999, DEC was considering planting in Newmarket again. In 2001, however, another evangelical church planted Great Bay Baptist Church in Newmarket. DEC ceased its plans so as not to interfere with the new church’s progress. Unfortunately, they closed their doors the following year.

            A New Pastor

            God blessed DEC with expanding programs, ministries, and attendance. A second Sunday morning worship service was added in 1984. The church board decided that a single pastor was no longer sufficient. After an interview in Denver, and then another in Durham, we hired Terry Sharbaugh as Associate Pastor to help with young families and children’s programs. Terry and his wife Kathie joined the church in 1986.

             

            
              [image: Terry Sharbaugh and Roy Swanson, 1986]
              Terry Sharbaugh and Roy Swanson, 1986
            

             

            
              [image: The Sharbaughs in 1987: Kathie, Terry, Ben, and Danny. They later had two girls, Jackie and Bethany.]
              The Sharbaughs in 1987: Kathie, Terry, Ben, and Danny. They later had two girls, Jackie and Bethany.
            

             

            Soon after Terry’s arrival, God led Pastor Roy in a new direction.

             

            In 1988, realizing that my spiritual gifts and interests were more in line with church startups and small church ministry, I offered my resignation in order to move on to a new ministry opportunity. My final Sunday service at DEC was Sunday, September 11. Some families that had been traveling to DEC from Exeter, expressed an interest in establishing a similar ministry in Exeter. With some temporary financial support from DEC, I agreed to move to Exeter to help establish a new church there (Exeter Area Christian Fellowship). This concluded my 15 years of enjoyable and meaningful ministry in Durham. The greatest compliment I received for those 15 years is that the church continued to move ahead and develop into an expanding ministry to Durham and the surrounding area.—Roy Swanson



             

            Pastor Roy and Janis Swanson and about ten DEC members who resided in the Exeter area launched EACF in Exeter. Ten years later, in 1998, Roy and Janis retired and moved from Exeter to Rochester, NH, but EACF is still an active church with a full-time pastor. Interestingly, we blessed and said goodbye to each of the two new church groups on a Sunday, only to have their seats immediately refilled by new attendees.—Bob Harter



             

            …for what has been accomplished, “To God be the Glory”. Thanks to all those who made it happen. It was a privilege to work with such an enjoyable, supportive, talented, and committed group of people.  To this day my life is filled with good memories of my Durham days.—Roy Swanson



             

            When Roy left in 1988, Terry became the head pastor, where he remained for the bulk of DEC’s 50-year history.

            A Race Finished

            In 2019, after 33 years of pastoring at DEC—31 as head pastor—Terry retired. Dan Richter joined us from Ohio to take on the lead pastor role. Terry attended a different church for a while to let Dan establish his own way of doing things, and to allow the congregation time to acclimate to the new normal. After a few months, Terry and his wife Kathie returned to DEC as members and are with us to this day.

            Dan, like Roy and Terry before him, centered his preaching on God’s Word and growing the church in maturity and outreach. He stepped down unexpectedly in 2022 and started in a new pastorate in Connecticut the following year.

            A Team Approach

            When Dan resigned, the board didn’t immediately seek out a new head pastor or raise our associate pastor Joe Cheslock to the position. God moved their hearts to take time to align DEC leadership with scripture and how Jesus would want the church to be led. The question they asked themselves was: if we considered wisdom from the Bible—and the Bible alone—what would our church structure be?

            There had long been an experienced team of men capable and willing to preach from the pulpit. The board was convicted to establish a teaching team that would share the responsibilities of the pulpit on Sundays. They were committed to encouraging the congregation to fall in love with God’s word rather than the teacher of it. 

            As DEC moves toward 2024 and beyond, the church board sees DEC run as a team of elders and deacons. While we intend to hire a new pastor, he would be an administrative pastor rather than a head pastor, to preserve the vision of a team-led church.
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            Facility

          

        

        
          
            A Need

            For the first decade of DEC’s life, we had no church building. We had a parsonage at 35 Mill Road, but no place of our own where we could all gather and worship together. We relied on the parsonage and the generosity of Durham and UNH to provide our meeting spaces. 

            Although God can, and often does, build His church without the need for walls, many community residents struggled with the idea. They imagined church as a building with pews, stained glass windows, a pipe organ, and a choir in robes. They might attend a special event like a sunrise Easter service, women’s Bible study, VBS, after-school Good News Club, or teen youth group, but they had trouble accepting a Sunday worship service in a university lecture hall.

             

            
              [image: A Sunday evening service at the 35 Mill Road parsonage]
              A Sunday evening service at the 35 Mill Road parsonage
            

             

            Not having our own facility seemed to be impacting DEC’s ministry to the community.

             

            As I recall, it was a Saturday in spring 1977 that Roy and the board of elders called an all-day meeting at the Bullock’s home inviting members to come to pray and discuss where the Lord was leading. Between 25 and 35 adults attended. Leaving the meeting, three amazing things were apparent. First, most of us had come expecting a debate and vote on building a facility. Second, prayer, discussion, and Holy Spirit opened our eyes that the need was to first build and prepare people. Third, we were in unanimous agreement.—Gary Ensign



             

            We wanted to continue to grow as a church which reflects more the priorities and life standards of the Kingdom of God than the standards and priorities of the society of which we are a part. Whether continuing at UNH or having our own physical facility, we sought the Lord’s will.—Roy Swanson



             

            Yet, while the priority was rightly on building God’s people more than constructing a physical building, we did need a building.

             

            One problem for a church with no building was that there was no office for Pastor Roy. As a result, Roy often used Young’s Restaurant to meet with those who needed to talk with him. This was certainly not a private place to talk, and one day in 1980 that became very obvious. Roy and his visitor were sitting near the window. At the time, John Anderson (US House of Representatives from Illinois) was running for the Republican presidential nomination. Roy just happened to resemble Anderson. A group of UNH students began to gather outside the window, certain that Rep. Anderson had come to town. Since Roy’s back was to the window, he was not aware of the gathering crowd until someone mustered the nerve to enter and speak to him. Roy assured the person that he was not running for president, and everyone had a laugh, including church members when told of the event. —Bob Harter



             

            But God graciously provided an office for Roy, even before DEC had a church building to call its own.

             

            There just happened to be a well-built, approximately 10x12-foot, garden shed behind the parsonage. The church leaders decided it could be turned into an office, and the volunteers went to work. The greatest problem was the floor, an uneven, broken cement layer. It just happened that one of the church members taught building construction at UNH. He went to work and constructed a good, solid wooden floor. The next challenge was how to heat the space. An electric heater/air conditioner was found. One church member, an electrician, installed the heater as well as the lighting and outlets. Other members installed insulation, wallboard, wainscoting, and wallpaper. Many hands helped with painting. Someday the wallpaper will likely be removed and reveal some Christian graffiti. A variety of comments. One of them being, “Eleventh commandment: Thou shall not attempt to build the church!”—Bob Harter



             

            In 1977 Tony Weller and Bob Harter reviewed the tax maps in search of available property. Owners of possible church sites were contacted by letter and realtors were told of our interest in purchasing suitable land.

            Several properties were examined and rejected. The property upon which the Riverwoods has built a senior-care facility would have been near-perfect. But when approached, the owner simply said, “You can’t afford it.”

            Another property was also considered:

             

            A vacant large plot adjacent to the university became available. This was the first realistic option. The board brought it to the members for a vote. There was one “no” vote, so it was not pursued as a result. The university bought the property and built student housing.—Bob Harter



            The Tomb Lot

            In 1981, DEC purchased 37 Mill Rd., also known as the Tomb Lot on account of a tomb on the site. The property borders the University of New Hampshire, and plans for building a church there fell through primarily due to a failure to obtain a long-term parking agreement with the university.

            In the early 1990s, DEC proposed constructing a two-story building to be used by Christian student organizations at UNH. It would be called the Lighthouse and would contain a small library, a couple of apartments, a game room, and a lounge for 20-30 people.

            This idea did not come to fruition as planned. Instead, the lot remained vacant. In 1999, the parsonage at 35 Mill Road was sold. Then, years later, when Dan Richter became the head pastor at DEC, he and his family were in sore need of housing. In 2022, DEC built a parsonage for him and his family on the Tomb Lot. They stayed there until Dan received a new pastorate in Connecticut in early 2023.

            As it happened, the dream of a base of operations for Christian students did not die. In 1996, just down the street from 37 Mill Road, a fatal accident at a fraternity house forced the fraternity to close. God moved a Christian couple, Marian and Suzie Naronha, to purchase the property, and a year later, they turned it into a hang-out place for Christian students. It included dorms upstairs and a lounge downstairs. They called it, The Lighthouse.

            114 Dover Road

            Since the 37 Mill Road property would not work for a church building, DEC still needed a property. God provided it.

            DEC member, Dick Tappan, asked his father-in-law twice if he might be willing to sell a property on Dover Road, the first time, he said, “No.” The second time, he said, “No, I will not sell it to you. I will give it to you.”

             

            Nothing suitable was found until August of 1981 when a piece of property on Route 108 was offered to the church. The property was made available through the generosity of Francis (Red) and Dorothy Manock, the parents of Sally Tappan who attended the church with her husband Richard and family. Though there were some financial details which had to be taken care of, the land was a very generous gift to the church.—Roy Swanson



             

            The eight-acre property was an original land grant from King Charles I of England in 1640 to Red Manock’s forbearers and had never left the family.

             

            
              [image: 114 Dover Road, gifted to DEC by Francis (Red) and Dorothy Manock in 1981]
              114 Dover Road, gifted to DEC by Francis (Red) and Dorothy Manock in 1981
            

             

            No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, so that those who enter may see the light. (Luke 11:33)

God provided a spot on a hill, that can be readily seen by many. Now it was our job to build a ‘lamp’ that would be seen by anyone driving between Durham and Dover. The light being an evangelical church in Durham. Creation of the light had been accomplished, but now a building was needed from which that light could be seen.—Bob Harter



             

            A building committee appointed by the board of elders had been looking for property and had made many contacts in a search for building ideas including methods, styles, and arrangements. In October, Don Sumner, a Durham architect who with his wife Marney attended DEC, was selected to work on church design. On the afternoon of December 15, the conference rooms of Don Sumner’s office were busy with building committee and church board members working out a basic design. One major consideration for the structure was accessibility for the handicapped.—Gary Ensign



             

            Don Sumner, a Durham architect who attended DEC with his wife Marney, worked with the elders on the design for the new church building. He created all the required plans free of charge.

            Dave Whitcher of Strafford NH was chosen as the contractor. The first work on the property began on June 16, 1982, with a ground-breaking ceremony on June 20.

             

            
              [image: Groundbreaking ceremony at 114 Dover Road. Front row left to right: Don Sumner (architect), Wilbur Bullock (founder), Linda Klippenstein (founder), Gary Ensign (church board chair), Evelyn Weller (founder and building committee chair), Tony Weller (founder), Francis Manock (previous landowner), Roy Swanson (pastor). June 20, 1982.]
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            Only a single floor was planned, and Dave asked whether we didn’t want a lower floor, since it would be placed on the edge of a hill. At first, DEC declined, but he said he would have to dig it out anyway to put in the foundations, and it would give room for future expansion. So, DEC agreed. The lower floor was used for an adult class the very first Sunday the church worshipped there. The basement was soon finished.

             

            
              [image: A volunteer helps paint.]
              A volunteer helps paint.
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              Members and friends of the church help paint and landscape, saving thousands of dollars.
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            DEC’s first congregational use of the building in Durham was on November 20, 1982, to hold the wedding ceremony for my daughter, Kristen, and Jay McKenna. The building was not ready for official occupancy so a “one session temporary permit” was granted by the town of Durham so the wedding could take place.—Roy Swanson



             

            The planning for that event helped to stimulate a flurry of activity in preparing the building. One month later, December 19, 1982, the church celebrated God’s greatest gift—the birth of Jesus Christ—in the festively decorated new facility which is His latest gift to the growing number of people who make up Durham Evangelical Church.—Evelyn Weller



             

            Special building dedication services were held on Friday, February 18, and Sunday, February 20, 1983. Pastor Roy Swanson’s remarks at the dedication services were printed in the February 1983 edition of Sonlight, a small newspaper DEC distributed to the public:

             

            The church is people—flesh and blood, soul and spirit. The church building is a facility, brick and mortar, wood and nails. The purpose of the church is to glorify God and share His message of love and reconciliation with the world. The purpose of a building is to help facilitate the church to accomplish its purpose.

We have not yet taken time to design the sign that will be placed in front of our new facility. If I have a say in what will be printed on that sign. I will suggest the following:

             

            
              DURHAM EVANGELICAL CHURCH
CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST
MEETS HERE

            

             

            Such a sign will be a reminder that the building is not the church, it is simply a place where the church periodically meets to fulfill a portion of its ministry responsibility. (Most of the ministry responsibility of the church, by the way, is not fulfilled in the church building on Sunday, but out in the realities of life day by day, Monday through Saturday.)

Now, I am not on a crusade to change the way people talk. I understand what people mean when they say, “Get me to the church on time.” “I went to church this past Sunday” and “I’ll see you at church.” We have come to use the terms “church” and “church facility” synonymously. But, from a ministry perspective. The distinction is significant.

Durham Evangelical Church has been without a building for more than nine years but the church has been growing nonetheless. One lesson we have learned well over those years is that the church is people and the ministry must be people oriented. With all due respect and a deep sense of gratitude and appreciation for all the places we have met over the years, we have never met together as a church because of the beauty of our sanctuary but because of the beauty of God and of the people He has been calling together as Durham Evangelical Church. As pastor I will be doing all that I can to see that that emphasis does not change once we are in a building. We will seek to remain and deepen as a people-oriented ministry; a loving, caring fellowship of people committed to a loving, caring God.

We have constructed a simple, attractive, and functional building to the glory of God. It is our desire that this building be used to enhance and extend our opportunities to “glorify God and share His message of love and reconciliation” with the people of this area and, as we are able, the people of the world.

We want to grow as a people-oriented people of God.—Roy Swanson, Sonlight, February 1983



             

            As soon as the church started using the building for services, more people came, and space was tight.

             

            When UNH students returned after Christmas 1982 break more space was needed for adult elective classes. Two adult classes had been planned, and it was assumed they could meet in the worship room. We quickly realized this was a wrong assumption. Chairs were picked up by one of the classes and moved to the unfinished basement.

Young families with infants and small children began attending and it quickly became obvious we needed more space to care for children under three while their parents attended services. Therefore, we quickly took down a wall and one of the classrooms disappeared into a childcare room. Even that turned out to not be enough, but it was adequate for a while.

At the same time, increasing numbers of children required the revision of space and layout for the children’s programs. There was no “children’s worship space,” so a multi-purpose room designed to be closed off with folding walls for classrooms was used.

Attendance increased rapidly and we quickly realized that we would need to finish off the lower level—sooner, not later. Many attendees and members teamed up to finish the basement and allow greater utilization of the building in service to God. The first Vacation Bible School in the church building took place in the summer of 1983.—Bob Harter



             

            
              [image: VBS in the newly finished basement of 114 Dover Road, 1983]
              VBS in the newly finished basement of 114 Dover Road, 1983
            

            The Addition

            Despite the cramped beginnings, DEC continued with the building as it was for over 15 years. By the late 1990s, however, God had grown DEC from under 200 people to over 300. In 1996, we introduced a third Sunday morning service, but what we really needed was a bigger facility. Architectural plans were drawn up, but zoning delays and fundraising made the building project slow to get off the ground.

            Construction of a 15,000-square-foot addition began in 1999. On October 5th, the endeavor suffered a setback when the roof trusses collapsed. By God’s grace, no one was injured.

             

            
              [image: Newspaper photo of the roof collapse, Foster’s Daily Democrat, October 6, 1999]
              Newspaper photo of the roof collapse, Foster’s Daily Democrat, October 6, 1999
            

             

            The work was completed in 2000, and the first service in the new sanctuary was on Good Friday.

            With the addition, the downstairs would be utilized more than before. DEC recognized the need for an elevator but didn’t have the budget for it at the time. So, space was left for a lift, without installing one. In 2003, DEC held a bike ride fundraiser, and a lift was soon added.

            Big as it was, the church’s expanded facility couldn’t handle social distancing requirements during the height of Covid-19. Members attended DEC’s services remotely or in the parking lot, where it was easier to spread out.

             

            
              [image: During Covid, members in lawn chairs sit in family groups. June 2020.]
              During Covid, members in lawn chairs sit in family groups. June 2020.
            

             

            After the addition, the original sanctuary was turned into a youth room. In 2023, this was redone to become a place for people to visit and chat between services. Before laying fresh carpet, several DEC members wrote verses on the new cement floor—much like the “Christian graffiti” that was scrawled under the garden shed wallpaper at 35 Mill Road over 40 years earlier.

             

            
              [image: Writing verses on the new fellowship hall floor, August 2023]
              Writing verses on the new fellowship hall floor, August 2023
            

            Gerrish Brook

            God blessed DEC with sustained growth for a decade and a half, peaking in 2006 when Sunday worship served an average of over 800 people every week. In the early 2000s, we again added a third Sunday service, and we considered that we may need a larger facility.

            Several properties were considered, including land abutting 114 Dover Road. DEC also considered the possibility of selling 114 Dover Road to the town of Durham to raise money for a bigger building.

            In 2006, DEC purchased a large property in Madbury, just down the road from the church. It had an old farmhouse, a barn, a milkhouse, and a duplex. The property was always referred to by the stream that ran through it, Gerrish Brook.

            The ultimate goal of constructing a larger facility that could serve the church’s needs proved unwieldy. Although the new property spanned 50 acres, wetlands limited the useable space for the building and parking, making planning tricky. Average weekly attendance plateaued after 2006 and then declined, so the need to build lessened, and plans were eventually abandoned.

            Nevertheless, with significant volunteer work from DEC members, the farmhouse and duplex were both renovated and housed two apartments each. These apartments became homes for church and campus ministry staff. The centuries-old barn became church storage, and the small milkhouse became an additional meeting space for board meetings, adult education classes, and small groups.

            Despite its usefulness, the property became a burden after a while. The duplex and milkhouse were sold in 2019 and the farmhouse and barn were sold in 2022.
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            Division in Durham

          

        

        
          
            As a simple evangelical church, DEC has never sought fame for itself. We simply seek to worship Jesus, proclaim His name, and love those around us. So, momentary scrutiny from the international community came as a surprise. 

            On November 2, 2003, Durham was beset by religious leaders across the globe, media, and protesters. That Sunday, the Episcopal Church met at the Whittemore Center at UNH to consecrate Gene Robinson as the bishop of the Diocese of New Hampshire. Robinson became the first openly gay bishop of the Episcopal Church. His consecration triggered a rift in the denomination.

            DEC offered the use of our building to the theological conservatives of the Episcopal Church during the consecration ceremony. While they held their own prayer service inside, DEC worshipped in the upper parking lot. Notably, one of the members of the team leading worship that day was formerly gay.

            Members of Westboro Baptist Church of Topeka, Kansas, known for anti-gay protesting, picketed, not only the consecration of Gene Robinson at the Whittemore Center but also our worship service at DEC. Apparently, they thought we supported the consecration. 

            Despite their angry protest, DEC took it in stride. In fact, Terry got a chuckle out of it. At our service the following Sunday, he said with a laugh that his favorite of their signs read: “Your pastor is a liar.”

             

            The Gene Robinson ordination was an incredible time of DEC showing support for the opposition of this ordination in the Episcopal church yet doing so in a very loving way. It put us in the spotlight in the town, for good or for bad, but it forced us to truly stand upon that which we believe.—Martha Wilson
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            Children

          

        

        
          
            With ten children among the Swansons and the five founding families, children outnumbered the adults at the start. Ministry to children has always been a part of DEC. 

             

            This past year one very special highlight was when one of our First-Grade students made the decision to be baptized and accept Christ as his Lord and Savior, and his family asked our class to be up on stage with him. That’s why I teach! What joy!—Jan Streelman, 2006



             

            Having my children be a part of DEC’s children’s ministry has helped us build a foundation for them in God’s Word. They have hidden scripture in their hearts from a young age. One of our kids is not following the Lord now.  However, those scripture/promises are a lifeline to us as we rely on God to complete the good work he has begun in our kids.—Paul & Theresa Sbrilli



             

            
              [image: Terry Sharbaugh with Paul and Theresa Sbrilli with their children at their daughter Gina’s dedication, spring 1997]
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            Vacation Bible School

            In 1975, DEC held its first Vacation Bible School (VBS) where children from the church and the community enjoyed a week of games, activities, snacks, Bible stories, and the gospel.

             

            
              [image: VBS at a member's house, 1975]
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            God used VBS to attract members of the community to DEC. In 1975, one such family received a card in the mail inviting children to join DEC’s Vacation Bible School. Their oldest was almost four, and they were disappointed that their church at the time offered no instruction to children younger than teens. So, they attended DEC the following Sunday to check it out. Bob and Nancy Harter never returned to their former church.

             

            
              [image: Lois Gronblom playing with the children at VBS, 1983]
              Lois Gronblom playing with the children at VBS, 1983
            

            DENS

            In 1981, God led DEC to start school for 3- and 4-year-olds. After two years of planning, Durham Evangelical Nursery School (DENS) began in September 1983, opening points of contact with families in the community. 

            Janis Swanson and Priscilla March headed the project, and mothers of students assisted a few times each semester. The program emphasized Christian values and included reading and math readiness, music, science, art, and cooking. They also went on field trips and did a variety of physical activities. Before long, a second class was added for children not yet ready for kindergarten.

             

            
              [image: Janis Swanson with DENS' end-of-year program, 1989]
              Janis Swanson with DENS' end-of-year program, 1989
            

             

            While successful for several years, after a while, the DENS board, distinct from the church board, began to grow less connected with the church. Parents struggled to pay the school’s fees, and the kindergarten class was under-enrolled. DENS fell in the red and called upon DEC to make up the difference. Lois Gronblom, the church secretary, became overburdened with DENS at times, doing unbudgeted work for the school. Although efforts were made to salvage the program, DENS continued to struggle and held its last class in 1994.
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            Youth

          

        

        
          
            DEC established active ministries for youth early on. First high school, then middle school. 

             

            There were a variety of activities including game nights, bowling, beach days, singing groups, day hikes, and backpacking trips through the White Mountains, a trip to Washington D.C., ferry rides to Monhegan Island and the islands in Portland Harbor. One trip to Cliff Island became memorable when I misread the ferry schedule and missed the last ferry back to Portland. Fortunately, a local fisherman saw what was happening as the ferry departed without us. He offered us a ride to Portland on his fishing trawler. He was “going into Portland anyway,” or so he said.—Roy Swanson



             

            
              [image: DEC's first youth backpacking trip. A 5-day trip through Mahoosic Notch in Maine. August 1976.]
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            I have to tell you it has been an amazing season already! Whether in Jr. High, Sr. High, or College. It seems like God is blessing boldness (2nd Timothy 1:6-8). How did I ever forget that as we boldly proclaim the gospel of Christ, His Spirit has prepared those to react accordingly. To some, it is the stench of death to others the aroma of life (2nd Corinthians 2:14-16)! Thank God that we are seeing students respond to the living Christ by repentance and devotion!—Tom Froning, October 2009



             

            I’ve seen students make amazing steps of faith. I’ve seen them break up with someone because they were spiritually unequally yoked. Share their life story, God’s story, in front of hundreds of others. Star basketball players tell coaches “I won’t be at practice on Sunday would you like to hear why?” resulting in that coach coming to church. Reject a date with the most popular girl in school because of God, only to be hazed by their entire Sr class. Tell the parent of their best friend, about their child’s drug addiction. Be the only disciple to follow Jesus to the cross. Become the mother of God. Slay a giant God-mocking Philistine.—Tom Froning
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            Women

          

        

        
          
            Retreats

            In 1986, 30 women were traveling to Rye for fellowship—a large number, considering our average weekly attendance was under 170, including men and children. Concerned that women could not find the fellowship they needed in their own church, DEC invested in ministry for women. 

            On March 6, 1987, which happened to be World Prayer Day, DEC held its first women’s retreat. 36 women went and found it a time of growth and relaxation. Thus began an annual women’s retreat tradition.

             

            This time away with God freed many women from the fear of praying out loud in a small group and taught us how to pray in one accord. We also learned that God hears our prayers and saves them in bowls; they are a beautiful fragrance to Him!—Marlene McKenna on the 2006 Women’s Retreat



            Bible Studies

            Women’s bible studies predate the women’s retreats, though it’s hard to say when the first women’s bible study began at DEC. A women’s bible study provided gifts to children of inmates in 1987, and the women of DEC had various studies in 1992.

            God has blessed the women’s studies, particularly in the past 6 years. He’s grown them into a thriving community of about 100 women across morning and evening studies. Although outreach is not the focus, it happens organically. Women invite family members and friends to experience God’s presence through His Word and Christian community.

            MOPS

            At the same time God was establishing DEC in Durham, He was also establishing another ministry in Colorado. In 1973, God used a group of women to begin Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS). Before moving to Durham, Kathie Sharbaugh had been involved with MOPS in Colorado. And in January 1987, Kathie started a MOPS chapter at DEC.

            At MOPS, young moms gather for adult time, mentoring from experienced mothers, and the gospel. Their children are supervised by a group of volunteers, affectionately referred to as MOPPETS.

             

            Kathie’s organization of this program at DEC was one of our best additions. I have the feeling that this is the most important DEC program in reaching young adults and their joining our church.—Bob Harter



             

            Although MOPS usually meets at the church, they’ve also enjoyed excursions to places like Butternut Farm, the Lee Firehouse, and the Dover Children’s Museum.

          

        

      

    

  



    
      
        
          
            9
          

          
            Men

          

        

        
          
            Men’s Breakfast

            In 1991, DEC saw difficulties in bringing men into leadership positions. Once in leadership, men were often left isolated. In contrast, the women had a fellowship group, various study groups, MOPS, and an annual retreat. So, the church board instituted a quarterly breakfast for men in leadership. 

            Aside from food, the breakfasts featured talks by various men in the church, with accompanying fill-in-the-blank handouts, introspective self-evaluations, and discussion questions.

            From time to time, these breakfasts would fall off and then spark up again. Today, each men’s breakfast highlights a DEC man’s testimony.

             

            
              [image: Men’s Breakfast, June 2023]
              Men’s Breakfast, June 2023
            

            Retreats

            After establishing breakfasts, God led the men of DEC to start retreats. The first men’s retreat was no later than 1993, and they’ve continued ever since, sometimes annually, sometimes taking a hiatus.

             

            The thing about retreats, for me anyway, is this: on Friday afternoon, you arrive without really knowing what to expect. On Saturday night, you leave with what you needed to hear.

This year’s topic of Running with Endurance was led by Mark Kraines of Rochester, NH. A captivating speaker, Mark discussed the aspects of the race God has called us to run. We all heard the same words, followed the same passages, and started our discussion groups with the same questions. But I’m sure God gave 120 different messages, one for each of us.

What I heard is that the race that the Apostle Paul refers to is not only a marathon but a relay. We finish our race, but the race continues on to the baton-holder we’ve passed to. In my case, my next baton holders are my boys. Have I created the environment for them to continue the race, their walk with the Lord?

Yes, there was rain. And there was still the football game. There were inventive games of ping-pong and foosball. A new hole in the wall in the game room downstairs and a few catch-up naps Saturday afternoon. That was the rain’s part. There was great food and fun. But there was also fellowship and sharing, worship and contemplation. And a message to work and think on.

I can’t explain the weekend. I can only say it’s what I needed.—Jeff Wituszynski on the 2006 Men’s Retreat



             

            Still thinking through what happened up at the men’s retreat last weekend. So much to process. We had a great group of guys this year, and the speakers were wonderful. This was the first year we offered an afternoon trek up Mt. Major, and … about 20 guys ripped up the hill and were back by 4 pm for the afternoon session. Great job everybody! But when it is all said and done, there is that “God moment” that just sticks with you.

For me, the God moment really did center on spiritual gifts (and since that is this week’s sermon, what excellent timing). I had the opportunity for the first time to actually work with the group of guys that put the retreat together. It was what you could call a “teachable moment”. We had guys that were great “idea” people, guys that were gifted “administrative” folks, guys that were dedicated “prayer warriors”, and guys that were gifted in “encouragement”. When it was all said and done, I look back and see how each of these guys was used very uniquely by God to make the retreat happen. So, can I take a second and say to all the guys who served on the committee, the guys who spoke, our worship leader, and all the guys who showed up Sunday a.m. with the black eyes from football—well done good and faithful servants.—Terry Sharbaugh on the 2009 Men’s Retreat



             

            
              [image: Men’s Retreat at Camp Brookwoods, February 2023]
              Men’s Retreat at Camp Brookwoods, February 2023
            

            Other Men’s Events

            For many men, the best kind of fellowship is hiking side-by-side up a mountain, sighting down a barrel at a clay pigeon, cranking a reel with a rod bent double, or holding a forkful of venison shot by the guy on your left and grilled by the guy on your right. Over the years, DEC has gathered men for a variety of such activities.

             

            
              [image: DEC men on a hike together at the summit of Mt. Washington. Left to right: Paul Sbrilli, Terry Sharbaugh, Dan Woodworth, Tom Brink, Carl Kindstedt. 2009.]
              DEC men on a hike together at the summit of Mt. Washington. Left to right: Paul Sbrilli, Terry Sharbaugh, Dan Woodworth, Tom Brink, Carl Kindstedt. 2009.
            

             

            As adventurous as many of DEC’s men’s events can be, most are not dangerous. However, there was a harrowing incident one time. Several guys from a small group gathered for target practice at the house of DEC member, Dan Tatem…

             

            We were almost done, and dusk was approaching. I took aim with a black powder muzzle loader, when from behind me, a gun went off, and the most surreal words I’d ever heard met my ears, “I just shot myself.”

It took us a moment for reality to sink in before we reacted. Jonathan Wilson’s .22 pistol had accidentally fired into his thigh. One of us called 911, and another ran to get Dan. The rest of us prayed with Jonathan.

Praise God, the bullet did about as little damage as a bullet can do, and he recovered quickly. It didn’t take long for us to laugh about it, Jonathan included.—Jake Stoddard
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            Families

          

        

        
          
            As the fundamental unit of society and the church, God gave DEC a heart for families. In 2003, a new staff position for a Family and Marriage Minister was considered, but budget constraints prevented it. Nevertheless, the church has sought to equip and bless families in many ways over the years. 

            Marriage Mentoring

            DEC desires to give engaged couples the best chance of success in marriage. Late in 1985, couples getting married at DEC were enrolled in professional pre-marital counseling at the Renew Counseling Center of Rye.

            By the year 2000, DEC shifted to pairing engaged couples with mentors, lay couples who could impart wisdom based on life experience and a mentoring curriculum rather than a formal education in counseling. This model remains to this day.

            Date Night

            To encourage healthy marriages, DEC organized “Parent’s Night Out” and “Date Night”. Sometimes at the church, sometimes, at a rented venue.

             

            
              [image: Pete & Briana Collins, Date Night at the Regatta Room in Eliot, ME, 2018]
              Pete & Briana Collins, Date Night at the Regatta Room in Eliot, ME, 2018
            

             

            
              [image: Carl & Kathy Waterhouse, Date Night at the Regatta Room in Eliot, ME, 2018]
              Carl & Kathy Waterhouse, Date Night at the Regatta Room in Eliot, ME, 2018
            

            Marriage Retreats

            According to Ephesians 5, marriage between a man and a woman reflects the relationship between Christ and the Church. Some of DEC’s efforts to strengthen marriages to display God’s glory more clearly have been through retreats and seminars.

            Often, the events would be provided by other groups like Vision New England, Family Builders, or Family Life. Sometimes, DEC’s own Family & Marriage Ministry Team would host and present the content.

             

            One funny moment that my wife and I still relive was from a Family Life video they played in the sanctuary. The wife was angry and chopping vegetables when the husband came to apologize. He sheepishly said, “I’d like to talk to you, but… could you put that knife down first?”

Another great moment was when Carl Kindstedt pulled out a guitar and sang Tim Hawkin’s song: Things You Don’t Say to Your Wife. Wise words. And hilarious.—Jake Stoddard



            Family Activities

            Lots of DEC’s worship, discipleship, and outreach activities were well-suited for families to participate in together. But DEC also organized several activities specifically to foster godly relationships within and between DEC families, like camping and apple picking. And in truth, when God’s people simply enjoy Him and each other, deep down, that’s worship and discipleship and outreach, too.

             

            
              [image: Poster with family camp pictures, 2006-2010]
              Poster with family camp pictures, 2006-2010
            

             

            Brian Jobin would bring his boat and take the kids tubing. We would go to different campgrounds in NH. We would have meals together as a group. We would have talent shows. It was a lot of fun.—Dale Lepine



            Be the Village

            In 2017, God called Jon and Becca Bergman of DEC to care for children in the New Hampshire foster care system. They went from having two young children, to four children under four. In typical DEC fashion, their small group came alongside them to offer support.

            Soon, other couples at DEC became foster parents, and a culture of fostering and supporting foster families blossomed at DEC.

             

            Our family, church, friends, and community began to wrap around us—providing meals, free babysitting, donating items, and general support. We would have never made it through that first year without that support!—Becca Bergman



             

            There is no way that we could do foster care without the support of the people at DEC.—Anonymous



             

            When Becca realized just how much foster families needed help, and that many didn’t have that support, she teamed up with Sarah Steward to found Be the Village, a non-profit organization whose grassroots beginning started in DEC. Today, Be the Village helps about 30 families in Strafford County, 10-12 of whom attend DEC.
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            Local Outreach

          

        

        
          
            Reaching out to the local community with the gospel has always been one of DEC’s goals. The church’s methods have taken many forms over the years—enough to make an exhaustive recounting difficult. Here are some highlights… 

            Sonlight

            In the fall of 1975, DEC produced a four-page newspaper named Sonlight and sent it to all Durham residents that December. Over the next four years, new issues went out in April and September. In 1977, the board noted that in that year, two issues of Sonlight went to every home in the Durham-Lee-Madbury-Newmarket area.

            Each issue featured stories of lives transformed by Jesus Christ through DEC—students, community residents, and families. The newspaper also included articles about the church, gospel presentations like the 4 Spiritual Laws, announcements of church events, and comics.

             

            
              [image: Comic from Sonlight, April 1976]
              Comic from Sonlight, April 1976
            

             

            
              [image: Comic from Sonlight, September 1979]
              Comic from Sonlight, September 1979
            

             

            
              [image: Comic from Sonlight, September 1979]
              Comic from Sonlight, September 1979
            

             

            But by 1980, the church needed volunteers and funds for other programs, including plans for a church building, and Sonlight took a hiatus. In February of 1983, the eighth and final edition was printed on 8½x11-inch paper for the dedication of the new church building, completed two months earlier.

            Richard (Dick) Tappan wrote the following article called A Bible-Centered Church: Conceptions and Misconceptions in the February 1983 edition:

             

            My apprehensive first steps into membership of Durham Evangelical Church were taken in September of 1975. I had met the pastor and several members of the church and they seemed “normal.” I guess my prejudices about the terms “evangelical” and “Baptist” had prepared me for an amen-brother greeting by a back-slapper in a frumpy suit freshly wrinkled from a roll in the church aisles. During the service, there was sharing, but no outbursts, singing, but no stomping, and testimony, but no haranguing. Although the service wasn’t like a tent revival meeting, it was not “normal.” I was used to traditional rites which reduce the worshipers to an audience and elevate one man’s speculations about current social trends into Truth. The Bible was actually the subject of the sermon. That was a new experience for me. I was also amazed that the people around me were conversant with the Bible. I had to admit to myself that after twenty-nine years of sporadic church attendance, I wasn’t even sure whether Christ ever claimed to be divine.

The testimony by a woman [Elinor Abbott] who had taught anthropology at UNH and was working with Wycliffs Bible Translators broke through another barrier—I believed that “faith” filled in educational gaps. The more education, the less need for faith. I thought the Bible was afflicted with a serious case of poetic license. Secular wisdom declares scripture to be no more “inspired” than any other classic piece of writing in the canon of Western literature. My personal acceptance of that view was reached without ever having read the Bible, of course.

This woman had once had the same misconceptions. She had accepted the secular viewpoint of other anthropologists until God interrupted her plans, opened her eyes, and unlocked His plan. Something which transcends intellect told her she was experiencing a spiritual regeneration. I wanted to know, to feel, to understand, to experience, to be whatever it was which had given her that peace, and new purpose. I was taking my first step on a long staircase which starts with curiosity and leads to commitment.

When I looked around me that Sunday, I knew that staircase would have me panting because I had a lot to learn and a lot to change.

Another misconception that I had was that my family and friends would think, I’d gone nuts. I almost choked on the word “evangelical” when people asked me if I went to “that church that meets at the university.” For a year I kept quiet and always qualified my connection with the church by saying we were just attending to find out “what it was like.” I really didn’t believe that a Bible-based church could have an impact in a sophisticated college community.

Wrong again. I discovered a wonderful thing. Teachers, carpenters, secretaries, housewives, doctors, shoe-workers and lawyers were worshiping together and far more motivated by what they had in common than in what might separate them. The church, while growing larger, was at the same time becoming more diversified and even closer by stressing small group study and prayer.

With these misconceptions cast aside, I could rebuild my life with new conceptions, of Christian fellowship where the bond is spiritual, not just social. I ultimately committed my life to Christ because I sought to have what I saw believing Christians had—the love of God—and they were eager to share it. I felt safe to admit my shortcomings. I could grow with the church as a support group, and when I was taking my first baby steps, I found myself helping others as well.

At first, I felt inadequate as an example of a Christian, but the Bible says God stores his treasures in jars of clay; and that sure sounded like an appropriate description. The faltering steps became steadier as I ran out of excuses and began to trust in scripture and prayer. The conception of a free gift of eternal value is staggering, but real. The one necessary step is to accept the gift and then pass it on.—Richard Tappan, Sonlight, February 1983



             

            
              [image: Richard and Sally Tappan with their daughters Melissa and Amanda,1976.]
              Richard and Sally Tappan with their daughters Melissa and Amanda,1976.
            

             

            In later years, with the advent of email and the internet, DEC would later embrace electronic forms of communication, including social media, a few versions of a church website, and several incarnations of newsletters. Sonlight however, was DEC’s only publication of its kind.

            UNH Campus Ministry

            Of the 10 people that came from Dover to start DEC, 3 of them were professors at UNH. God placed DEC only 2 miles from campus (even closer when it first started). DEC is uniquely positioned to reach college students, and over the years, many students and UNH faculty have called DEC their church home.

            While DEC recognizes that parachurch ministries like Intervarsity and Cru are the front line of evangelism and discipleship at the University of New Hampshire, we desire to help wherever we can. DEC partnered with campus ministers, assisted with on-campus events, and hosted activities for UNH students at the church. We’ve even had more than one campus minister serve on our board of elders.

            In the 2000s, God used an incident 1,300 miles away to bring DEC and UNH students together like never before.

            At the end of August 2005, Hurricane Katrina blew into the Gulf of Mexico, ravaging the Gulf states. It killed over 1,800 people and displaced millions. For Spring Break in 2006, Intervarsity took students all over New England to help the storm-battered south in a program dubbed Katrina Relief Urban Plunge (KRUP). From UNH, 50 students traveled to Biloxi, Mississippi to muck out homes.

            In 2007 and 2008, Intervarsity went to Buras, Louisiana to rebuild, but the students lacked the skills needed for this kind of work. God had a plan, though. He had already placed people with the necessary experience at DEC. For those two years, 30 people from DEC accompanied 100 UNH students. They drove over 25 hours to Buras together and worked side-by-side for a week before returning home, exhausted and excited about what God did there.

             

            We had an amazing partnership those years…—Tom Brink



             

            After 2009, as churches seemed to be running out of resources for the continued relief work, Intervarsity turned to other non-profits like Habitat for Humanity. They had Americorps volunteers to provide the skilled leadership the students needed and the partnership between DEC and Intervarsity slowed.

            Intervarsity at UNH continued to do relief work in other cities blasted by other storms, and Katrina Relief Urban Plunge was renamed ServeUP.

             

            Hundreds of unchurched students came to ServeUP and found Jesus in those early years.—Tom Brink



             

            2022 saw a renewal of this relationship as DEC volunteers again joined UNH Intervarsity students to provide relief to residents of Laplace, Louisiana after Hurricane Ida. This partnership continued when DEC sent a dozen members with Intervarsity in ServeUP the following year.

            Christmas Services

            DEC’s Christmas services have ranged from worship services with a gospel message to concerts with scripture readings and theatrical reenactments of the nativity. While the approach has varied, worship and outreach have always been central.

             

            
              [image: DEC Nativity Play, 1975]
              DEC Nativity Play, 1975
            

             

            I worked with Bill [Bryon] to set up a Christmas talent show which in addition to DEC’s performers, it included people from other churches in the area. It was well attended.—Joan Christman



             

            I was not “born again” until I started attending DEC. When we first attended the Christmas concert in 1995, I was struck by how naturally everyone at DEC talked about Jesus Christ and how welcoming they were to us. We began attending DEC the following summer.  After my daughter was born in 1996, I started attending my very first Bible study at DEC with a group of women who were strong believers.  Their insights from God’s word and their testimonies were very impactful for me.  That first Bible study ignited a passion in me to study God’s Word and he has been growing me ever since. We also attended a Christian marriage conference that was recommended by DEC. I made a commitment to Jesus Christ during that conference. We were both baptized at DEC a couple years later.—Theresa Sbrilli



             

            The DEC Christmas concert of 1995 was a turning point for me as it was the first time I’d entered a worship service that glorified God in that way. I was encouraged to see God in his Word and accepted the Lord through this time.  Some of the early Men’s Retreats of the late 90s stick with me, to this day, in helping to ground me on God’s calling in my life and the importance of turning to Him in prayer at all times.  In 1996 Theresa and I attended a study together on John.  This was the first, true, Bible study that I had been part of.—Paul Sbrilli



             

            
              [image: Christmas Eve service, 2022]
              Christmas Eve service, 2022
            

            The Pig Roast

            For DEC’s 25th anniversary in September 1998, the church hosted a pig roast for the public as a thank-you to the town. In 2000, it became an annual tradition. Terry invited the Durham Police and Fire departments, and members were encouraged to extend personal invitations to family and friends. The Worship Team delivered live music, and one year, Terry even climbed into a dunk tank for the kids.

            The event’s timing in September fit perfectly with the return of college students to UNH, and many international students came. In its heyday, roughly 1,500 people attended.

             

            I attended my first pig roast in 2002 after coming to DEC regularly for about five months. I was certainly interested in learning more about God but I had made no commitment yet. For some reason, I decided to sign up when they asked for volunteers and I got hooked up with the guys who were cooking the pigs. Early that morning one of the guys [Rick LaBranch] started to ask me about my relationship with God. He asked if I knew where I would be spending eternity. I had no answer for him, and he said we could change that right there and then. It was at that moment that I committed my life to Christ.—Jeremiah Cady



             

            We had tried several different churches in the area and took a chance and came to a pig roast and met some nice people. We started coming to the church and I was asked to play on the softball team.

I had no idea what I was getting into, but it turned out to be a life-changing event. It all came to a head one night after a softball game when I realized that I could no longer try and control my life and that evening I gave my life to the Lord and have been on a wild and awesome ride since!—Steve Meserve



             

            
              [image: Cindy Lemieux with her neighbor’s girls at the Pig Roast, circa 2010]
              Cindy Lemieux with her neighbor’s girls at the Pig Roast, circa 2010
            

            Trunk or Treat

            In the 2010s, God led DEC to bring the gospel to the community through a Halloween festivity. The church hosted Trunk or Treat, a trick-or-treat alternative where DEC members would dress up (both themselves and their cars) and distribute candy to children in the church parking lot.

            In 2016, 85 members volunteered and served hundreds of people from the community. So much donated candy was leftover that we gave it to a buyback program that sent candy to troops overseas.

             

            
              [image: Trunk or Treat, 2018]
              Trunk or Treat, 2018
            

            Local Giving

            God blessed DEC with both the funds and the heart to give generously.

             

            God has always provided!  Whether it be an elevator for the church or candy for trunk or treat, God has always prompted His children to give, and give joyfully.—Martha Wilson



             

            Over the years, God has opened doors for DEC to donate locally. For example, through Angel Tree.

             

            I headed up the children’s names on the Christmas tree. I went to the Moharimet School’s nurse every year and she gave me a well-documented list of needy children and I went to the Strafford County prison and they gave me a list of the prisoners’ children’s names. People brought in wrapped gifts with the child’s name on them. The program went very well.—Joan Christman



             

            For several years, DEC employed 500-mile bike rides to Bar Harbor and back to raise money for various causes, including Options for Women (a crisis pregnancy center now called Options), campus ministries, and the church’s elevator.

            In addition to the bike ride fundraiser for Options in 2000, Options runs a fundraiser where they pass out hundreds of baby bottles on Mother’s Day. Then on Father’s Day, the bottles are returned filled with cash and checks. The baby bottle drive has become an annual tradition at DEC.

            DEC has also enjoyed collecting food and other supplies for local shelters and food pantries.

             

            
              [image: The Cheslocks pose with donations collected for the Stratford County Warming Shelter, whose supplies were running low in 2021.]
              The Cheslocks pose with donations collected for the Stratford County Warming Shelter, whose supplies were running low in 2021.
            

            Seymour Osman Community Center

            The Seymor Osman Community Center (SOCC) works to serve members of low-income housing in Dover. God prompted Dave and Rachel Velasquez to volunteer at SOCC before joining DEC in 2021. When they got plugged into a small group, their group helped as well. God forged relationships between DEC and the community as the small group repeatedly returned to volunteer at the community center.

             

            
              [image: In 2022, in addition to the usual VBS at the church, DEC did a second VBS at SOCC.]
              In 2022, in addition to the usual VBS at the church, DEC did a second VBS at SOCC.
            

             

            
              [image: Dave Velasquez teaching the kids at SOCC during VBS, 2022]
              Dave Velasquez teaching the kids at SOCC during VBS, 2022
            

             

            
              [image: A small group, prepping Christmas dinner for SOCC, 2022]
              A small group, prepping Christmas dinner for SOCC, 2022
            

            Serve Out

            God also provided many opportunities to build relationships with local communities through service. DEC organized a “Serve Out Day” in 2022 to help local organizations complete projects. Serve Out (not to be confused with ServeUP) was a success in 2023 as well.

            Some organizations that DEC helped were Lydia’s House of Hope, Seymour Osman Community Center, Be the Village, Friends Forever International, Operation Blessing, and End 68 Hours of Hunger.

             

            
              [image: Serve Out Day at Friends Forever International, April 2023]
              Serve Out Day at Friends Forever International, April 2023
            

             

            
              [image: Serve Out Day at Seymour Osman Community Center, April 2023]
              Serve Out Day at Seymour Osman Community Center, April 2023
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            Global Outreach

          

        

        
          
            Reaching the lost with the gospel has been DEC’s mission from the beginning. Early on, DEC devoted a significant portion of its budget to support Christian ministries at UNH, students doing short-term missions, a faculty member who joined Wycliffe Bible Translators, and other missionaries. Over the decades, DEC has stepped into many God-provided opportunities throughout the world, including sending over 15 individuals and families into the mission field full-time. 

            Camp Hope & Camp Joy

            In 1979, some DEC members spent a week at Bible Fellowship Campground in Carmel, New York to help prepare Camp Hope (for disabled inner-city children) and Camp Joy (for disadvantaged inner-city children) for the upcoming summer sessions. DEC also assisted the residents who lived there year-round. The following year, several from DEC helped staff a week at Camp Hope.

            Crossing Borders

            Over Thanksgiving in 1994, God sent 26 to Tijuana on DEC’s first international mission trip. Later trips included Mali, Uganda, and the Dominican Republic, among many others.

             

            
              [image: DEC's international mission landscape in 2023]
              DEC's international mission landscape in 2023
            

            Rebuilding

            Similar to ServeUP, DEC also helped with Habitat for Humanity.

             

            There were many times during the week when God had different plans from the ones we had made, but in His sovereignty, He provided for us everything we needed and we were blessed. It was such a blessing to be a part of the trip with the kids. They are so fun and many of them surprised me with the maturity with which they look at their relationship with God.

There was this one moment on Friday when we had gathered to celebrate some of the Habitat staffers who were leaving; we had bought a cake and the group from the worksite next door had gathered with us. We all bowed our heads and the kids and the adults prayed for those who were leaving. We closed the prayer with an acapella version of Agnus Dei and the power and presence of God were SO clearly with us in that moment that when the Amen was finished, there were tears in the Habitat supervisor, Troy’s eyes. He was visibly moved and thanked us repeatedly for blessing them with such a spiritual and faithful group of kids for the week.—Talley Westerberg on the 2006 Habitat for Humanity mission trip to St John’s Island



            Medical Missions

            In 2002, God led a Canadian couple to start Medical Mission International (MMI) to bring physical and spiritual healing to people in need around the world. Two DEC members joined one of MMI’s first trips to Costa Rica. One of the two, Gail Dufour, led more volunteers from DEC on a trip the following year, starting a beautiful partnership.

            DEC and MMI began to travel across the globe together once or twice a year. We helped locals with injuries, giving them wound care—including skin grafts—and helped train local doctors. God brought us to bless the needy in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Panama, El Salvador, Peru, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Togo.

            In addition to sending volunteers, DEC provided funds for medications and supplies. We also helped with the construction of a medical clinic in Mali called the Dorcas Center.

             

            
              [image: In 2007, an individual from Canada offered MMI a donation of $5,000 if enough people walked a certain distance. DEC raised volunteers to join the walk, along with others with similar events in the US, Canada, and Africa.]
              In 2007, an individual from Canada offered MMI a donation of $5,000 if enough people walked a certain distance. DEC raised volunteers to join the walk, along with others with similar events in the US, Canada, and Africa.
            

             

            In 2010, God blessed us with an opportunity to assist with the construction of an orphanage in Mali.

             

            
              [image: Our team in Bamako, Mali, 2010]
              Our team in Bamako, Mali, 2010
            

             

            At the end, because of our work in the village, we were all invited to sit in a large building with the village elders. After much talk, Pastor Dembele [the local pastor] was offered a plot of land in the village to build a church. About 9 months later there was a church there with over 100 participants.—John Lamontagne



             

            Militant rebels plagued northern Mali, and the Malian military was dissatisfied with how the government was handling it. On March 12, 2012, the military ousted the president in a coup. During the rising hostilities leading to the coup, MMI decided it was time to cease trips to Mali. The Dorcas Center was given to a local Christian organization.

            MMI and DEC then turned their medical resources to Burkina Faso on Mali’s southern border. Poor economic conditions and discontent with the regime led the president of Burkina Faso to resign in 2014. The resulting power vacuum led to a coup a year later, thus ending our mission trips to Burkina Faso.

            Undeterred, we then went to Togo on Burkina Faso’s southern border. Togo was not without its own unrest, particularly in 2017. Fortunately, the turmoil was resolved without civil war, and MMI still ministers in Togo to this day.

            DEC’s Leanne Pellerin became president of MMI’s United States non-profit in 2017. We continued trips with MMI until Covid ended international travel. Since then, DEC has teamed with other local churches to send supplies to MMI’s wound care clinic in Togo.

             

            Thousands of people in rural villages have learned about the love of Jesus through the partnership between DEC and MMI. Churches have been planted and new believers have been added to the Kingdom.—Leanne Pellerin



             

            Through Shanta Dawson, DEC also joined Frontiers and Lifeway Mission to go on mission trips to Kenya in 2017. We provided basic medications, skin care, treated headaches, respiratory issues, and more. Sometimes, we offer specialized care like chiropractic and dentistry, depending on the skills of the team at the time.

            Not all our medical aid is done in Africa though. In 2019, DEC’s Julie Pease realized her childhood dream to become a missionary nurse. She moved to Ecuador to do anti-human trafficking work with young women and their children.

             

            I am working as a nurse, but my true profession is, and always has been, that of a kingdom worker.—Julie Pease



             

            Regardless of where we go or who we team up with, not only have we been able to help those with physical needs, but in doing so, God has opened the door to sharing the gospel and meeting spiritual needs as well.

            ChildVoice

            After Yoweri Museveni seized control of Uganda in 1986, Joseph Koney started the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) to depose Museveni. Koney and the LRA abducted more than 30,000 children and forced them to become soldiers and, in some cases, even fight their own family members. The children who escaped or were rescued suffered post-traumatic stress and had trouble reintegrating into society. They lacked education and had no skills to support themselves. Sometimes, they would not be welcomed home again because of the atrocities they were compelled to commit in Koney’s army.

            In 2006, God led DEC member, Conrad Mandsager, to visit Uganda with his son, Nathan, and start a non-profit called ChildVoice International. He wanted to bring healing to the children devastated by the war.

            DEC came alongside Conrad to support ChildVoice. Many supported financially and through prayer. Some volunteered, including Tom Brink with a number of UNH Intervarsity students. Gary Christman, who started at DEC over 20 years earlier, moved to Uganda and worked for ChildVoice for two and a half years. Today, members of DEC still serve ChildVoice either as staff or on their board of directors.

             

            Thank you for your continued support and prayers of ChildVoice’s life-changing ministry to the youth they serve!—Bill Bryon, board member of ChildVoice International and former board member of DEC



            Mayuge Christian Education Center

            After serving at ChildVoice, Gary Christman returned to New Hampshire, waiting to hear where God would call him next. He and his Ugandan friend Godfrey Nkutu started a school for the poor in the district of Mayuge (may-YOU-gay) in southeast Uganda, the Mayuge Christian Education Center (MCEC).

             

            In 2019, I visited Godfrey Nkutu to talk about his desire for a school. When I saw the girls that were meeting in Mayuge, I knew God was calling me to partner with Godfrey on his vision for a school.—Gary Christman



             

            The school started as a Bible study for local girls and now includes literacy training, vocational tailoring classes, and agricultural education. Jake Stoddard of DEC went with Gary to Uganda in 2022 to meet the people involved, learn about the program, and raise awareness back in the States. More people from DEC plan to go in 2023.

            In 2022, the children of DEC partnered with MCEC by collecting over $3300 for them at VBS. MCEC used the money to buy ten pedal-powered sewing machines and two electric sewing machines for its vocational tailoring program.

             

            
              [image: Women from MCEC with new sewing machines purchased with money donated by the children in DEC’s VBS program, 2022]
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            Haiti

            God led DEC’s youth on a short-term mission trip to Haiti in 2008. The following year, DEC traveled to Haiti twice more with a ministry called Partners in Development who worked to bring the gospel through medical care, education, and child sponsorship.

            Sue Spinney, DEC’s Children’s Director at the time, had this to say about her visit there in 2009:

             

            On this recent trip, as I was making my way around the crowded clinic taking pictures for the director, I happened upon this sweet child. As I noticed her, her teen mother noticed me. She pointed to her baby, and then me. I showed her my camera and pretended to take a picture (since I don’t speak Creole); translation, “Do you want me to take her picture?” She shook her head “no.” She pointed to her child again, me, and then the sky. She did this a few times before I realized what she was saying; she wanted me to take her baby home with me.

I wanted to pick this adorable child up off the cement floor, but I knew I couldn’t; I’d never put her down and I don’t believe God is calling me to adopt. (Although Terry has started an office pool—he thinks I’ll have 4 kids by next summer!) An hour after this encounter, the director told me that they believe this baby is blind, has many other medical issues, and might not survive.

On the flight home, that same day, I was thinking about all the times people have offered their children to me (and you know who you are!) Why did my heart feel so heavy this time? What was different? The difference, this mom saw ME as her child’s HOPE. If I took this baby home, I would be able to provide for her, get top notch medical care, and she might have a chance to survive.

The HOPE that I really want to share with the children around the world is the HOPE of JESUS; the TRUE HOPE of the nations.—Sue Spinney



             

            
              [image: Some of the DEC team in Haiti, 2009]
              Some of the DEC team in Haiti, 2009
            

             

            On January 12, 2010, Haiti suffered a 7.0 magnitude earthquake with many aftershocks, leveling the city of Léogâne and causing serious damage to the heavily-populated Port-au-Prince, 22 miles to the east.

            Later that month, DEC’s associate pastor, John Wiswell, flew to Haiti with DEC members Jeremiah Cady and Jen Froning. Their goal was to assist Partners in Development and assess what future trips might look like. While there, they spent much of their time with the US Army’s 82nd Airborne Division, distributing food and coordinating faith-based resources.

            Conditions were hard in Haiti before the earthquake, but after, they were exponentially worse. A severe orphan crisis arose, and Haitian churches were desperate for help. Through an organization called World Orphans, DEC partnered with Eglise Nouvelle Jerusalem (ENJ), a church in Port-au-Prince. We assisted with their orphan program, held joint ministry conferences, and outreached to the community together. Pastor Yvon of ENJ visited Durham twice, guest preaching and joining our men’s ministry events.

            We continued to send teams to Haiti through 2014.

             

            
              [image: Mission trip to Haiti, 2014]
              Mission trip to Haiti, 2014
            

             

            Sue Spinney returned to Haiti several times and fell in love with the children there. She connected with Maranatha Ministries who ran a home for orphans. In 2012, she moved to Haiti to help them full-time. 

            She’s lived there ever since.

            Global Giving

            DEC has also crossed international borders without sending people. Sometimes, we send gifts. In 2006, for example, VBS raised almost $2,000 for a new classroom for an overcrowded public school in Jumunuco, Dominican Republic. Early the following year, DEC sent a team to help build the classroom with our sponsored missionaries, Kim and Ambiorix Calderon.

            Another way DEC gives internationally is through Operation Christmas Child (OCC). Each year, we collect shoeboxes full of gifts for children—anything from toothbrushes to deflated soccerballs with pumps—and deliver them to an organization called Samaritan’s Purse. There, a gospel message is added, and the boxes are shipped to children all over the world.

             

            
              [image: DEC girls pose with shoeboxes full of gifts for Operation Christmas Child.]
              DEC girls pose with shoeboxes full of gifts for Operation Christmas Child.
            

             

            In 2005, Pat Phelps of DEC went to the OCC processing center in North Carolina with her son to sort, inspect, and prepare shoeboxes for shipment.

             

            The 337 shoeboxes collected at DEC this year were processed through the Boone Processing Center. The tote board at the Center showed that our boxes went to one of the following countries: Mexico, Burkina Faso, Uganda, Malawi, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Zimbabwe, Botswana, and Angola.—Pat Phelps
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            Changed Lives

          

        

        
          
            Over and over, God has demonstrated His great love for His children at DEC. The church is filled with people whose lives have been changed for the better. DEC has been greatly blessed to have played a part in God’s transforming work. 

             

            [DEC] is the church where my faith became my faith, where God was introduced to me as a Father that wants a relationship with me, where I learned about Jesus, and where I was baptized.—Kaleigh Cheslock



             

            The “Forgiveness” study challenged me to think seriously about the “small grudges” I’ve been carrying around. Some of them are long-standing, and it’s been a relief to let them go!—Anonymous, regarding the 42 Days of Preparation study in 2014



             

            God used DEC to rescue my husband and baptize him. He was loved unconditionally even though everyone knew he was an atheist. Barry Reinhold suggested a book that led to his salvation and Terry baptized him. —Peg Wood



             

            It was through the hearing of Psalm 32 at a Wednesday night service (read by Pastor Terry) that I sensed the Lord’s prompting. A simple moment of conviction through the reading of the Word at DEC brought a heart change that ultimately led to my confession, repentance, and restoration. In the months to follow, I would come to experience the kind of healing and growth that we read about in 1 John 1:9. Jesus had proven yet again that He is able to heal and restore whatever we bring to Him in faith.—Joe Cheslock



            Search for Significance

            Search for Significance was an intensive, nine-week course DEC offered from 2001 to 2011 to help believers grow in their relationship with Christ. Kathy Schlentrich taught the course and collected many testimonies from the people who took the class.

             

            God is awesome and it’s been so cool to watch what He can do when we suit up with the full armor. I’ve suited up before, but now I feel like I have ownership of this armor—it’s mine, and I don’t want to be without it. I want to be fighting with Him, not against Him.—Anonymous, 2006



             

            I have finally grasped what the Lord has done for me! I now believe that God loves me unconditionally and that He has totally forgiven me for any and all sins that I have committed. It is an amazing fact that He sent His son to take on my sins, carry them to the cross, and suffer immeasurable pain all on my behalf! That sacrifice is the ultimate gift I could ever hope to receive—God shows me so much in that gesture: His love, His forgiveness, His grace, His knowledge, and His desire. What more could I possibly want in this life??—Anonymous, 2006



             

            I have a choice! I had no idea that I have a choice!! I had believed from childhood that I had no part in decisions. They were made for me—end of conversation! I had no idea that as an adult I am so passive. I had believed that God wanted to keep me under His thumb and that He was threatened by my growth. The truth is that God initiates growth and that transformation is a partnership! My part—yes, I have a part—is to look to Him and take what He is offering me. With gratitude and praise to my heavenly Dad, I will reach up and embrace what He graciously brings into the light. As He shows me, I will reject the lies and stand in agreement with Him. To Him be the glory!—Anonymous, 2006



             

            This class made me realize that I need to focus on worshiping God with my life, instead of forever trying to improve myself.—Anonymous, 2006



             

            My childhood was a difficult one with an alcoholic father and a bitter mother. My method of dealing with that was to be very still and quiet and pray they would not notice me and then I wouldn’t be hurt.  Unfortunately, I continued to deal with life in a very passive way. I lived in quiet desperation. I knew God was with me, but something was missing.  I tried to change all my faults and avoid sinning, but I failed over and over again. I never could forgive myself, try as I may. This class at last showed me that forgiveness is a gift from God. I have felt for many years that God gave me too much pain to deal with in my life.  It has been hard for me to begin sorting out all the hurts, but the class showed me a godly way to do this. I learned that judging is God’s responsibility, not mine, and that He can change me.  I need His approval, not anyone else’s. I need to focus on God’s truth, memorize His words, and bury them in my heart. Search for Significance has put me on the right road that leads to God and will make life more joyful as I trust more and more in Him.  I can see that it is a work in progress in me and it will end in Jesus’ arms.  No one could want anything more.—Anonymous, 2007



             

            I grew up in a household where personal accomplishment and achievement were highly valued.  Midway through the Search class, I became acutely aware of how selfish the motivations for my actions actually were.  Specifically, in the context of my ministry position, I wanted to see God work not for his own glory but for mine. This was rather horrifying to me.  Desiring to rob God of his glory for my own vanity was a difficult pill to swallow.  Through all of this, the Lord was teaching me that my life is very much not about me at all.  If he desires to use me to bring glory to his name and no one knows about it, then I should rejoice because of the grace God has given me.  I have begun to pray each morning that the Lord might help me to daily die to myself, that I might be about His glory and not my own.—Anonymous, 2007



             

            God has shown me how much my identity has been wrapped up in seeking approval and significance from other people rather than from Jesus.  He has revealed to me that my true identity is not in my career, status, or what I can do, but rather in my relationship with Him alone.—Anonymous, 2007



             

            Although I never truly felt loved by my earthly father, God is showing me every day that He loves and accepts me—and that is what really matters!—Anonymous, 2007



             

            I am finding that the more I read His word and seek His face, the more of His character I discover and the more I fall in love with my Lord. I feel as though He is opening me up like a blossoming flower to the warm sunshine. He is my sunshine...He is my life force. He nourishes and gives me life.  Praise the Lord for all that He is!!—Anonymous, 2007



             

            … the Lord impressed on my heart a desire to see and experience more clearly the depth of His love for me as He died on that cross while I was His enemy.  He also spoke to me of His grace, mercy, and love as He called me to be His child. The cross is my motivation to stay in the battle, grow spiritually, and live for Christ.—Anonymous, 2007



             

            God kept challenging my notion that I could call myself His follower and still do things my own way. God eventually brought me to a point where I knew I needed to turn from my own way, turn to God’s way, and humble myself before Him. I started to begin each day in prayer, surrendering my control and placing my day and my will in God’s hands. Not so surprisingly, I felt my heart and my mind being changed.—Anonymous, 2011



            Through Hardship

            Tough times are inevitable in every life, but God is with us in both our hills and valleys. Time after time, God manifested his presence and comfort by rallying the DEC family around each other when they were hurting.

             

            At each of my own milestones, God provided a faithful servant of His word to speak into my life. I have been prayed over, with, and for. God used the people at DEC to help bring my husband to salvation! I have been nurtured through the death of friends, being an empty-nester, and cancer. I would not be who or where I am today without the brothers and sisters at DEC who encouraged me, corrected me, trained me, and fellowshipped with me.—Peg Wood



             

            Sam was being operated on for a heart valve replacement and an aneurysm on his aorta in Portsmouth Hospital. The operation started around 8 am but wasn’t over with until 10 that night. The doctor and his team were unable to stop Sam’s bleeding. Our daughter Theresa, who lives in New Castle, was with me all this time. She convinced me to go over to her house in the afternoon. The nurse was calling me every 45 minutes to let me know he was still bleeding. At 8 pm I decided to call Pastor Terry for prayer but he didn’t answer. Then I called Pastor John Wiswell and he answered. I told him the situation and he said he was in a meeting with all the elders and staff and they were going to stop what they were doing to pray for Sam. Around 9 pm the nurse called and said the bleeding stopped and I was to meet Dr. Helm at 10 at the hospital. I had previously, just as Sam was going into the operating room, held Dr. Helm’s hand and prayed for him. Now he was holding me and shared what happened. They have a long list of anticoagulants to use on patients and none of them were working until they tried “Seven” and this one worked. I shared with Dr. Helm that seven in the bible is the number representing perfection or complete. Sam had a long recovery but is doing very well now.—Joan Christman



             

            One of our kids was involved in a terrible car accident at the age of 18 that almost took his life. Friends at DEC rallied around us, showed up at the hospital and prayed. He was covered in prayer. We praise God every day that he spared his life and gave us such a godly and loving support system at DEC. The way DEC responded to him has become part of his testimony as well.—Paul & Theresa Sbrilli

             



            Not only have individual DEC members and families suffered hardship, but the church as a whole has too. Most notably, when some pastors have left under less-than-desirable circumstances. Through it all, God always proves Himself faithful.

             

            Through unity in prayer and worship, and safeguarding us from gossip and criticism, the Lord has carried us through.—Paul & Theresa Sbrilli



             

            The biggest turning point in church history that comes to mind for me is the most recent. The change in leadership that happened somewhat unexpectedly. I see DEC seeking more after God’s will for the future of the church than I have ever before. While this has been a very hard season for me personally the hand of God has been so clear and that has given me lots of comfort. God appointed the right staff and elders for this season in the life of DEC and I can see him blessing the hard work of the leaders as the church continues to seek after him in what the future of the church should look like.—Kaleigh Cheslock



             

            Although [Dan’s resignation] was bumpy (I think everyone can agree it wasn’t done perfectly), God provided the right Elders at the right time to shepherd us. God has protected us from division and anger and at the same time He has guarded our hearts and minds to seek Him and unity with each other.—Peg Wood



             

            All of these [staffing changes] seemed “bad” at the time, however, God has worked through the current staff and members/attendees to create a deeper sense of community and commitment.  The church has been better for it.—Michelle Diaz



             

            The Lord continues to pour out his blessings on DEC. Despite any challenge we have faced, our church has prayed and stayed true to the Gospel. The elders have been faithful and persevered. Our church body has remained strong. Missions have been financially and prayerfully blessed. Many individuals have been launched into the mission field. We continue to see newcomers. We have been blessed with an amazing preaching and teaching team. Partnership with UNH has flourished.—Paul & Theresa Sbrilli



             

            [God] has carried us as He always does—in His arms.—Martha Wilson
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            Jubilee

          

        

        
          
            After 50 years, we celebrate God’s faithfulness and lovingkindness toward us. Further, we look forward to what God will do in the next 50 years. 

             

            Centuries ago, God spoke through the prophet Isaiah. God reminded the people of all that He had done for them. He reminded them of the miracles that He had performed in Egypt and of how He had delivered them from slavery. But then He told the people this:

“But forget all that— it is nothing compared to what I am going to do. For I am about to do something new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness. I will create rivers in the dry wasteland. [Isaiah 43:18-19 NLT]

God has done great things here at DEC over the last 50 years. But I believe that the next 50 years will not look like years past. I believe that He is going to do new and amazing things. He is going to work in ways that we never imagined and bring about Kingdom growth and results in this place that will impact eternity.—Dan Richter



             

            As God has grown the people and the resources that are part of this local church body over the years, I think of Genesis 12, how the Lord blessed Abraham to be a blessing. I believe that if we are faithful stewards of the people and resources God entrusts to our care, that He will continue to bless for His name’s sake.—Joe Cheslock



             

            May you recall all His many blessings and give great thanks … to Him who holds the lampstands and stars in His hands that are the churches and their angels. Yes, church, we are held in the hands of Jesus and He is preparing an eternal home for you.

Hallelujah!!!—Chris Miller



             

            When it is all said and done, let’s always remember that everything we do is for the glory of God.—Terry Sharbaugh



             

             

            Amen.
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