
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read: John 21 

For context, read also: Mark 14:28-29, 16:7; John 15:5, 13:37 

 

1. In the opening verses of John 21 we see seven of the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias (also known as the Sea of Galilee). What are 

they doing?  Who instigated the activity?  Why do you suppose they are doing this?   What do you do when you find yourself 

unsure of what to do? 

2. The next morning Jesus calls to them from the shore and asks about their success. Do they recognize him?   What does he say for 

them to do?   What do you think the point is of the successful catch? 

3. Who recognizes Jesus?  How do you think he recognized him? 

4. Who is the first one to go to Jesus?  Why do you think he is so zealous to see him? 

5. We are told the specific number of fish caught is 153. Why do you think John included this in his narrative?  Why is it significant 

that the net was not torn? 

6. When John says they knew it was the Lord, what do you think he means? 

7. Do the disciples call Jesus by any other name?  What do you think that says about the disciples’ understanding of Jesus’ identity? 
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John 21: 1-25 

 



8. In verse 15, Jesus asks Peter if he loves Jesus “more than these”. What evidence do we have from scripture that Jesus’ ques-

tion is really, “do you love me more than the other disciples do”? 

9. How does Peter answer Jesus? 

10. How many times does Jesus ask Peter if he loves Jesus?  How many times did Peter deny knowing Jesus? 

11. Do you think Peter is grieved because Jesus is asking the question so often or because this was his moment of repentance? 

12. When Jesus tells Peter what kind of death he will face in the future, what are the four comparisons? 

13. What is the difference in attitude between the two stages of life? 

14. How do you think Peter’s death glorifies God? 

15. Does Jesus’ call to “Follow me” have a limit? 

16. In verse 20 we’re told a disciple was following Jesus and Peter during their discussion. Who is the disciple?  What does Peter 

ask Jesus regarding the other disciple?  Why do you think Peter is concerned about what happens to John?  Does Jesus answer 

his question? 

17. In verses 15-17 Jesus tells Peter to care for the flock and that would include John. Now Jesus tells Peter to basically mind his 

own business in regards to what John will do for Jesus. What is Jesus warning Peter about? 

 

1. How do you feel when you are confronted with your sin? 

2. How does Jesus’ statement, “You follow me!” apply to us today? 

3. This narrative points us to the obedience, dependence and humility required to follow Jesus. Jesus’ call to care for His people 

still applies to us today. How are you following Jesus and caring for His people? 

APPLYING THE TEXT 


