
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John 20, and in fact all of the gospel of John, is written for the primary purpose recorded  in 20:31: "These 

are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in his name." 

Read all of John 20 together for the fuller context. 

It is Sunday morning. On Friday their friend, teacher, and hope, was killed in front of them. Now they have come 

to pay their last respects, and find that his body is missing. Some of the apostles (v. 3-10) and a group of women 

(Luke 24:10) have come and gone, and now Mary Magdalene is at the tomb alone. 

John 20:11-18 

1. What do you know about Mary Magdalene? Who is she and how did she know Jesus? (Luke 8:2) 

2. Weeping outside the empty tomb of Jesus is very out of place. What does it reveal about the state of her 

heart and mind at this point? 

3. In verse 12 Mary sees two angels in the tomb. How do people in the Bible normally respond to seeing an-

gels? How do you explain the difference here? 
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4. The angels ask her why she is weeping in verse 13.  Why do you think they ask that question? What were 

they trying to get her to see? Based on her answer, how do you think she understood the question? 

5. Mary turns around and sees Jesus, but fails to recognize him.  Why do you think that is? 

6. Jesus repeats the question that the angels had asked and then adds a second question to it. What do you 

learn from the repetition and the second question? How is Jesus trying to help Mary here? Based on her 

answer, how do you think she understood these questions? 

7. Finally Jesus says her name and she instantly recognizes him. Why do you think this greeting is what 

opened her eyes? 

8. Describe the different signs and witnesses in this story that work together to bring Mary to a place of be-

lief. (empty tomb, angels, a leading question, Jesus standing by her, a repeated question, a personal 

greeting) 

9. Based on the next few verses (16-18), what does this belief look like for Mary? 

10. In verse 17 why does Jesus say 'my... and your...' twice? Why not say 'our'? In what ways is there a same-

ness and difference being expressed here? 

 

What does it mean to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God? 

11. What does belief in Jesus look like when it shows up in someone's life for the first time? 

12. What does the continued act of belief look like in the daily life of a believer? 

13. Do you ever find yourself 'weeping at the empty tomb' as it were—letting the pain of life overwhelm the 

hope of Christ in your life? 

14. Even those who believe in Jesus can struggle with a functional unbelief when faced with some of life's cir-

cumstances. What are some of the things in life that can threaten your daily belief in who Jesus is? How 

do you fight against that temptation? 

APPLYING THE TEXT 


