
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read also: Jeremiah 25:1-14, Leviticus 26:14-45 

 

Many scholars have offered an interpretation of the message from Gabriel in 9:24-27 over the years. Our study 

will not give one interpretation over another, rather we will look at the God who tells His people what is to come. 

Because Daniel’s prayer in the first 19 verses is based on what God has said and His utter faithfulness to fulfill His 

promises, we will examine Gabriel’s words in the light of God’s faithfulness. 

 

1. In the first two verses, Daniel tells us that he has perceived God’s word to Jeremiah that there is an exact time 

to the end of the desolations of Israel. Daniel uses the plural of desolation. What else did the Israelites suffer 

besides exile to Babylon? 

2. How does Daniel approach God in prayer? 

4. When Daniel confesses to God, does he pray just for himself or for all of Israel?  Why do you think he does 

that?  What is that kind of prayer called? 

5. List all of the ways Israel sinned against God: 

6. What does Daniel say “belongs to” the Israelites because of their sin?  What do you think that means?  Do you 

think open shame is just? Why or why not? 
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7. The Law of Moses that the Israelites have transgressed is found in Leviticus 26. Daniel says God’s word is con-

firmed (vs.12). Indeed, many countries have been conquered by the Babylonians but how can Daniel say that 

what was done to Jerusalem has not been done to any other people or nation? 

8. As Daniel pleads for mercy, what reasons does he give for God to turn away from His anger? 

9. What does it mean for God’s face to shine upon the sanctuary (vs.17)?  Why is this important? 

10. Why do you think Daniel is so concerned about God’s glory?  Are we supposed to have the same level of con-

cern?  What might it look like for us to have concern for God’s glory? 

11. How many times does Daniel say he was answered while he was speaking?  Why is that significant?  Is there a 

principle for us in this? 

12. As we mentioned before, we will not declare one interpretation of the “weeks” in Daniel over and above all 

others. Rather, we will look at what the vision for the future says about God. What six things does Gabriel say 

the 70 weeks are decreed to do?   

13. How are these things similar to the exile of Israel to Babylon? 

14. No matter who history says the desolator was or will be, what does God promise regarding him? 

15. Why do you think God gave this vision of the future to Daniel? 

Daniel was a faithful man of God who trusted in all of God’s word. He was in exile for nearly all of his life and yet 

did not lose heart in God’s ability to do what He said He would do for His people. We may not be living in exile 

but we do live in a land that is not our own. Our home is a kingdom yet to come. Let us be found faithful, not be-

cause we’re strong in spirit, but because we know and trust in the God who spoke “the end from the beginning”, 

whose counsel will stand and does all that He pleases”. Isaiah 46:9-10 

 

APPLYING THE TEXT 


