
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please read all of Daniel chapter 5 before answering the questions. 

 

Verses 1-4:  This chapter fulfills the prophecy in Daniel 2:32,37-38, predicting the downfall of Baby-

lon to the Medes and Persians. (Note: It is thought that King Belshazzar was the grandson or great 

grandson of King Nebuchadnezzar.) During his great feast, King Belshazzar made a fateful decision.  

1. Describe what he, his lords, wives and concubines decided to do. What do the King’s choices reveal 

about the King’s attitude and spiritual orientation towards God?  

2. How does Psalm 7:11 reveal to us God’s view of man’s actions? 

3. Read 1 Samuel 6:19, 2 Samuel 6:6-7,and 2 Chronicles 26:16-19. How would you summarize these 

incidents involving God’s response to the misuse of His temple objects and irreverence towards Him-

self? What do these verses show us about God’s character? Give some examples of how Christians 

today might display irreverence towards God. 

Verses 5-9 

4. What incredible thing happened next? How did the King react? What call to action did he issue? What 

was the result (verse 8)? 
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5. What do his physical reactions in verses 6 and 9 reveal about his emotional state? Why do you 

think he felt that way? 

Verses 10-12 

6. Who appears on the scene next? How is she related to King Belshazzar? 

7. How does she reassure the King? List all of the words and phrases she uses to describe Daniel 

in verses 11 and 12.  

8. As you recall what you have learned about Daniel in the previous chapters and referring also to 

Daniel 5:17-23 and Proverbs 28:1, what character qualities of Daniel do you admire the most? 

Why? 

9. How does King Belshazzar acknowledge Daniel’s merits? What does he promise Daniel if he can 

interpret the writing? 

Verses 17-28:  Daniel refuses the King’s gifts and then gives King Belshazzar a history lesson 

about King Nebuchadnezzar’s relationship with God.  

10. Compare King Nebuchadnezzar’s attitude towards God in verses 18-20a to his attitude towards 

God in verses 20b-21. From what we have read about King Belshazzar so far, how was he like 

his predecessor? How was he different (see verses 22-23)?  

11. Because Daniel says that King Belshazzar was aware of this history, in what way was he even 

more culpable than his predecessor? What can we learn today from the history lesson of King 

Belshazzar? 

Verses 24-28:  Daniel interprets the writing as God’s judgment on King Belshazzar. (Note: 

Mene = numbered; Tekel = weighed; Peres = divided) 

12. From verses 26 and 28, what is God’s judgment on King Belshazzar’s kingdom? From verse 27, 

what is God’s judgment on King Belshazzar himself?  



13. What do you think it means to be “weighed in the balances and found wanting”? Do you ever worry 

that your life might be evaluated in the same way by God? What will you do about that concern? 

Verse 29 

14. What do you think King Belshazzar’s command and proclamation about Daniel reveals about his heart 

towards God? What different choices might he have made, considering the truth that had just been 

revealed to him?  

 

 

Verse 30:  We are told that King Belshazzar died that very night. While the King held his fatal 

feast, the invading army of King Darius the Mede diverted the course of the river Euphrates, which ran 

under the city of Babylon, and overtook the city. 

15. Read Galatians 6:7-8. How does the story of King Belshazzar mirror the truth of this verse? What 

does this chapter show us about God’s character?  

 

 

 

God intervened in King Belshazzar’s life in a very dramatic way in this story. He judged his sin swiftly and 

thoroughly.  Generally, we do not see God’s immediate judgment of evil in our world today. How do you 

reconcile this tension?  

 

 

For personal thought: This chapter has taught us that God is not mocked. How can you evaluate your life 

in light of this truth? What changes will you make in your relationship with God this week because of this 

truth? 
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