
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read:  John 1:19-34 

Also read: Luke 1 

An inauguration in our country is a formal ceremony that marks the beginning of a major public leader’s term 

of office. In a more general sense it means to mark the beginning of something in a formal way. As we look at 

our passage, we’ll begin to see that Jesus’ inauguration not only marked the beginning of his earthly ministry 

and the coming kingdom of God but also gave testimony to his identity as both God and man The last book of 

the Old Testament ends with a call to anticipate the coming of the Lord (Malachi 4:5-6), and so our study be-

gins with John the Baptist testifying about who he is and who he isn’t. 

1. After reading Luke 1, what are the similarities between John’s and Jesus’ births? Keeping those points in 

mind, why do you think John’s first answer to the Levites and priests regarding his identity is, “I am not the 

Christ”? 

2. Who else does John say he is not?  

3. Who does John finally say he is?  

4. What do you think “Make straight the way of the Lord” means?  

5. Baptism was not new in the Jewish culture. A Gentile convert to Judaism underwent baptism for purifica-

tion. Matthew’s gospel tells us John’s baptism was for repentance (Matt. 3:11). Why, then, do you think the 
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Levites and priests asked John his reason for baptizing? 

6. John’s answer is simple, “I baptize with water.” Keeping in mind what John said about his identity in verse 

23, what is he telling his listeners about the purpose of his baptism and “he who comes after me”? 

Jesus’ Inauguration 

7. What does John call Jesus upon seeing him the next day? 

8. What do you think “Lamb of God” is a reference to? See Exodus (12:1-13). 

9. In your opinion, why is it significant that Jesus came for the whole world? 

10.  Is John contradicting himself when he says Jesus was before him even though John was born first? Explain. 

11. How did John know that Jesus was the Lamb of God, according to verses 32-33? 

12. If John’s baptism was for repentance, what do you think the baptism of the Holy Spirit is for? 

13. John gives his eyewitness testimony that Jesus is the Son of God. God had declared this to him and the Holy 

Spirit remained on Jesus. Why is it important that others besides Jesus gave testimony to his identity? 

Romans 10:13-14 says, “For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved’. How than will they call 

on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? 

And how are they to hear without someone preaching?”  

Remember that John wrote his gospel so that we may know Jesus is the Christ. Everyone who calls on the 

name of Jesus for salvation heard about him from someone, somewhere. What testimony did you receive 

about Jesus? Who have you told?  

APPLYING THE TEXT 


