
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 Up until the rise of modern criticism, the Book of Daniel was attributed to the man carried into captivity in 605 

B.C., when Judah fell to Nebuchadnezzar. But because of the miracles, detailed prophecies and the use of two languages 

(Hebrew and Aramaic) prominent throughout the book, it was criticized as being written by a different Daniel who record-

ed history and not events yet to come. However, Jesus himself testifies that Daniel wrote it and Ezekiel mentions him 

along with Noah and Job for his righteousness.  

 When Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah and Mishael went into captivity and later into the king’s service, their faithful-

ness was built on God Almighty and His sovereignty over all things. How they acted and spoke in the midst of exile tells us 

about their passion and desire for God. As you read the book of Daniel, notice how the four young men exhibited faith in 

God no matter the circumstance. Think about how they were able to remain steadfast because they were secure in the 

knowledge that whatever God is sovereign over, He rules over and can do all that He pleases. 

1. List the main characters in chapter 1 and their roles.  

2. Summarize what took place in this chapter.  It’s interesting to note that the Chaldeans were the people God told 

Abram to leave for the Promised Land (Gen. 11:27-31). 

3. How do you think the Judeans felt as they left their homeland for a 500 mile journey to a foreign land? 

4. In verses 2, 9, and 17 the scriptures say, “The Lord/God gave…” What did God give? What do these things tell us 

about God? 
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QUESTIONS FROM THE TEXT 



5. What was the training regimen for the four young men? 

6. Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar would allow the defeated enemy to serve in his court? 

7. Eating and drinking the food from the king’s table seems like highly favorable treatment. Why do you think Daniel 

refused to receive such favor?  Have you ever been offered something highly valuable and turned it down? Why or 

why not? 

8. What were the new Babylonian names given to the four young men?  Compare the meaning of their Hebrew 

names with their Babylonian names.   Why do you think they were re-named? 

9. How do Daniel’s actions in verses 8-16 point to his submission to God and his submission to his captor’s authority?  

Explain how Daniel modeled being in the world but not of the world?  How can we follow his example? 

10. As we saw before, God gave the four young men surpassing gifts of learning and wisdom.  How do we know they 

were gifted with abilities beyond their peers?  Why do you think they were so gifted? 

How does the story of God’s keeping power over Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah and Mishael apply to us today?  How can 

you put it into practice? 

 

Much like Joseph in Pharaoh’s court, Daniel and his companions were taken to a foreign land under distressing circum-

stances. And just as Joseph was faithful to God in Egypt, the four young men were faithful to God in Babylon. God sent 

Joseph into Egypt to save his people and He sent the four Judeans into captivity as a witness to a foreign king. God is 

sovereign over rulers, countries, history, circumstances and individuals. This knowledge of God was the foundation for 

the faith of Joseph, Daniel and his companions. Let it be the foundation of ours as well. 

APPLYING THE TEXT 


