
Hermeneutics:    Session 1 

Things to ponder before you come: 

1. To find the truth.   It is all too common today to have the latest blogger 
write a piece basically challenging a truth that the church has held onto 
for hundreds, if not thousands of years. Lately the writing has been 
mostly concerned with changing the understanding of sexuality and 
gender. So here is the challenge: when you hear someone say, “I studied 
my Bible, and came up with a new belief about ________________(fill in 
the blank), how do you respond? 

 

2. This session is going to focus on context. So I decided to share 5 of the 
verses in the Bible that I believe are the most misused (because folks pay 
no attention to context). So ponder these for a moment…..take the time 
to read the context in which they are given……and tell why they are being 
misused: 

a. Philippians 4:13  “for I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me”. I used to quote this verse when I was on long 
runs and the hills were getting difficult.  

b. John 18:20 “for where 2 or 3 are gathered in my name, there I am 
in their midst”. This verse usually gets pulled out at prayer 
meetings when almost no one showed up….just a reminder that 
Jesus is still listening. 

c. 1 Thessalonians 5:22  “abstain from all appearance of evil”. This 
one is usually used to rebuke you for going to the movies. It is true 
that you went to see Bambi, but someone seeing you standing in 
front of the theatre might conclude you went to the porno flick. So 
avoid “all appearance of evil”. This one isn’t as much a context 
issue as it is a translation issue.  

d. 2 Chronicles 7:14  “If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” Obviously this one is for 
Americans. If we could just get prayer back into school, we would 
be great again. 

e. 1 Chronicles 4:10  “Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh, that 
you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be 
with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." 
And God granted his request.” This little prayer made some people 
really rich a few years back. It was marketed as the “here’s how to 
get God to do what you want” scheme. That’s what it is all about, 
isn’t it? 
 


