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Sermon Series: 

“Giving Your Life Away” 

He Gave to Those Who Couldn't Give Back 
Sept.,27,2009 

Luke 17:11-19   

 
 

 
Time in the Word                                     

Read & Observe 

Take a moment to read through Luke 17:11-19. In every story, there is usually one thing 
that stands out and makes you say, “really?”. In the story of the healing of the lepers, 
what is the “really” moment for you? Why? 

Answer   
1. The story as experienced by the lepers.  Read 17:11-19. 

a. Let’s start by seeing this story through the eyes of those suffering with 
leprosy. The first question is this—how did they address Jesus? Deeper 
question, if these outcasts who had no contact with society (other than to 
beg), how did they know who Jesus was? 

b. Of all the things they could have asked for, why “pity”? Why not say, 
“Jesus please heal us”. 

c. Jesus tells them to “go show themselves to the priests”. Why would they? 
He didn’t touch them, pray for them, or even come near them. Why 
would they think a healing was taking place? 

d. Let’s talk about faith. Often you hear that people are healed by their faith. 
So how did these 10 show that they had faith? And was the faith of the 
Samaritan different than the rest? (and why the heck would a leprous 
Samaritan go see a Jewish priest?) 

2. The story as experienced by Jesus. Read same text. 

a. Jesus’ interaction with these guys is simple—“go”. Why didn’t He say 
more to them? Shouldn’t there have been some kind of spiritual message 
here about the love of God or something? 

b. First encounter was at a distance. The second time the healed man threw 
himself at Jesus’ feet. What does this second encounter say to us about 
the heart of this man?               

c. Jesus’ final words to him are revealing. What is significant about the faith 
of a foreigner being so central in the closing line?       

 

 
Time for the Heart                                    

Everybody has a leper or two in life. You know, those folks that you just stay clear of. In 
our day, it may be a racial issue, a gender issue, a political issue, a disabilities issue, or 
?????? Who is it in your life? Who is the outcast that you just don’t want to get near? 
What will take for God to break down barrier and allow you to treat “outcasts” like Jesus 
did?                               
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Time for my World                                    

Let’s talk our world for a moment. What group(s) of folks do we as evangelicals 

really struggle to minister well to? Those folks who look at us, and they really 

believe we just flat out don’t like them. What would it take for our body to change 

that perception (or maybe it is a reality)?                                                                                               


